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YOUR AWARD-WINNING, 


Brattleboro caps 





upfront costs 





for tenants 


After months of contentious 
discussion, an ordinance 
goes into effect in February 


By Olga Peters 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO—After 
months of public input, staff 
investigation, and legal advice, 
the Selectboard has approved 
an ordinance that will limit the 
amount of money that land- 
lords can require tenants to pay 
upfront. 

The ordinance, approved on 
Dec. 15, limits advance costs 
to rent housing to the equiva- 
lent of first month’s rent and a 
security deposit. The security 
deposit must total no more than 
the amount of one month’s rent. 

Proponents of the ordinance 
say it will increase access to 
rental housing for tenants on 
limited incomes. Opponents, 
however, worry that the ordi- 
nance will hurt more than help 


by increasing financial risks for 
landlords, thus creating incen- 
tives for them to raise rents for 
tenants. 

Others have questioned 
whether the policy will address 
the root causes of the town’s 
housing issues, such as not 
enough housing and its cost to 
residents of a state that in gen- 
eral has lower wages than its 
neighbors. 

During public comment, Ivan 
Hennessy noted that the policy 
does not change the amount 
of money landlords receive. 
Instead, it changes when the 
money is received. 

The “last month’s rent” will 
move from an upfront payment 
to being paid in the final month 
of a person’s tenancy, he said. 

People with enough money 

@ SEE ORDINANCE, A5 


New cell tower 
boosts service 
in Marlboro 


‘Tower part of federal program 
to improve communications 
capacity for first responders 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


MARLBORO— There is one 
fewer dead zone for cellular 
phone service on Route 9 this 
winter. 


No paper 
on Dec. 30 


BRATTLEBORO—The 
Commons will go on holiday 
break and suspend pub- 
lication of next week’s is- 
sue. The next issue of the 
newspaper will be pub- 
lished and appear online on 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021. 
Deadline for submissions 
of news and advertising is 
Saturday, Jan. 2. 

The staff of The Commons 
and the board of directors 
of Vermont Independent 
Media wish readers a safe 
and happy holiday season. 
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On Dec. 10, AT&T put into 
operation a 120-foot monopole 
cell phone tower on Town Hill 
Road in the center of town, not 
far from the junction of South 
and Ames Hill roads. 

Anecdotal reports from cell- 
phone users posting on the 
“Marlboro, VI Community 
FB Group” Facebook group say 
the new tower’s coverage area 
is limited mostly to the Route 
9 corridor. 

The new tower is part of 
AT&T’s five-year project called 
FirstNet, a federally funded 
effort to build a nationwide 
network to improve telecom- 
munications for first respond- 
ers, who “would have cell tower 
signal priority in the event of 

@ SEE CELL TOWER, A2 
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A preliminary rendering of the train approaching the new Brattleboro station, as presented to the Brattleboro 
Development Review Board, which approved Amtrak’s site plans at the Dec. 16 meeting. 


Development Review Board approves 
preliminary plans for new Amtrak station, 
which will give Brattleboro the first 


level-boarding platform in Vermont 


By Olga Peters 


The Commons 


RATTLEBORO— 
The town is poised 
to become the site of 
Vermont’s first train 
station to offer a level-boarding 
platform in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Meanb-ers a of *t he 
Development Review Board 
have unanimously approved 
preliminary plans for Amtrak’s 
new station on Depot Street be- 
hind the Brattleboro Museum 
& Art Center (BMAC),. 

A level-boarding platform 
means that the passenger land- 
ing is level with the train’s door. 
The design makes boarding 
and disembarking easier for 
travelers, specifically those 
with mobility needs, includ- 
ing passengers using wheel- 
chairs, or crutches, or even baby 
carriages. 

“We’ve all had times where 
we've probably needed level 
boarding,” said Ellen Pannell, 
the third-party coordinator 
for Amtrak’s ADA Stations 
Program. 

The station will have a brick 
exterior and a peaked roof. 
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A rendering of the new Amtrak station presented at the Dec. 16 Brattleboro 
Development Review Board meeting shows the markedly higher platform that 
will let passengers of all mobility levels access the trains. 


Inside it will offer a 500-square- 
foot waiting area with benches 
and a restroom, accessible via 
two stairways and two ramps. 
Outside, an overhang area 
will provide shelter for passen- 
gers. Exterior lighting will run 
on a timer to conserve electric- 
ity. Contractors told the DRB 
that they also plan to add two 


ADA-compliant parking spaces 
and charging stations for elec- 
tric cars and bicycles. 

The project team has also 
designed an electric snow- 
melt system to heat the plat- 
form. Electric mats in the 
concrete platform will melt the 
ice and snow. The runoff will 
then travel through a drainage 


system, into a stormwater filtra- 
tion system called a jellyfish fil- 
ter, before connecting with the 
municipal stormwater system. 
Despite substantial improve- 
ments, the station will remain 
“unticketed,” so travelers will 
still need to book their tickets 
in advance of arriving at the 
@ SEE AMTRAK, A2 


Christmas Breakfast faces an unwanted holiday 


Four generations of family 
organizers vow that this year’s 
COVID-19 cancellation 
won't stop the future of a 
Brattleboro event known for 












KEVIN O’CONNOR/SPECIAL TO THE COMMONS 


Jadi Flynn and daughter Megan Walker, pictured in the center of this file photo, 
annually lead a team of volunteers at Brattleboro’s Charlie Slate Memorial Christmas 


Breakfast. 


By Kevin O’Connor 


Special to The Commons 


RATTLEBORO— 
Jadi Flynn recalls the 
Christmas morning four 
decades ago when her 
late grandfather Charlie Slate 
changed the course of family 
history by chauffeuring his wife 
to work. 

“He dropped my grandmother 
off,” Flynn says, “and then drove 
around and realized there was no 
place open to eat.” 

So began what’s now the an- 
nual Charlie Slate Memorial 


pancakes and perseverance 


Christmas Breakfast, whose 
third- and fourth-generation 
organizers — although can- 
celing this year’s event due to 
COVID-19 — vow to continue to 
serve up pancakes and persever- 
ance long into the future. 

The tradition started in 1982 
when Slate, offering to cook a 
free breakfast to whoever wanted 
one, fed 50 people ranging from 
the homeless to those simply 
hankering not to cook. 

The gathering has grown to 
host nearly 1,000 patrons a year 
since Slate passed it on — first to 

@ SEE BREAKFAST, A5 
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SILVER & GOLD 
INVESTOR 


CHELSEA ROYAL DINER 


TO-GO SOUPS! 
Cup-Bowl-Pint-Quart 


WINTER BOOTS 
AND 


GalleryInTheWoods.com 


WINDHAM SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 





THE MARINA 


YOUR AD 
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SHARE THE 
WARMTH! 





NEW HOLIDAY 
ONLINE STORE CLOSING 


Shop prints, jewelry, | | The facility will be closed 
craft & folk art Friday, Dec. 25, 
and Friday, Jan. 1 


will be closed 
Christmas Day 


FREE written appraisals 
coin & paper collections 
no obligations 
member ANA, NGC 
VT state director for NENA 


Call Jim (802) 380-2319 


Royal Chili, Clam Chowder, 
Spicy Pumpkin Bisque, 
Chicken & Rice, 
Cream of Mushroom 
802-254-8399 
Wed-Sun 7am-3pm 


Give to the Windham 
County Heat Fund 


Become a member and receive The Commons in the mail. 
Your membership supports our journalism and lets us make 
this newspaper available for all, in print and online. 


Foin today at http://donate.commonsnews.org. 


ICE GRIPPERS! 


THE SHOE TREE 
Main St. Brattleboro 


HERE 


802-246-6397 
ads@commonsnews.org 
Space is limited 


Contact the fund at 
802-254-4282 or 
wcheatfund@comcast.net 


Happy Holidays! 
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VIM'?S MISSION 
Recognizing that a vigorous ex- 
change of ideas and information 
allows democracy to function and 
is the lifeblood of a community, 
Vermont Independent Media: 
«creates a forum for community 
participation, 
¢ promotes local independent 
journalism, 
¢ fosters civic engagement by 
building media skills 
through publication of The 
Commons and commonsnews.org, 
and through the Media Mentoring 
Project. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Barry Aleshnick, Lynn Barrett, 
Michael Bosworth, MacLean 
Gander, Jeff Potter (ex officio), 
Lucas Sillars 


ABOUT THIS NEWSPAPER 
The Commons is a nonprofit commu- 
nity newspaper published since 2006 
by Vermont Independent Media, Inc., 
a nonprofit corporation under section 
501(c)3 of the federal tax code. 

The newspaper is free, but it is sup- 
ported by readers like you through 
tax-deductible donations, through ad- 
vertising support, and through support 
of charitable foundations. 

The paper is published weekly, with 
early production schedules scheduled 
for most fifth Wednesdays of the month. 
In 2020, papers will be published early 
on July 29, Sept. 23, and Dec. 30. 


SUBMITTING NEWS AND TIPS 
We welcome story ideas and news 
tips. Please contact the newsroom at 
news@commonsnews.org or at (802) 
246-6397. 


VOICES 
The Commons presents a broad range of 
essays, memoirs, and other subjective 
material in Voices, our editorial and com- 
mentary section. We want the paper to 
provide an unpredictable variety of food 
for thought from all points on the polit- 
ical spectrum. 

We especially invite responses to ma- 
terial that appears in the paper. 

We do not publish unsigned or anon- 
ymous letters, and we only very rarely 
withhold names for other pieces. When 
space is an issue, our priority is to run 
contributions that have not yet appeared 
in other publications. 

Please check with the editor before 
writing essays or other original sub- 
missions of substance. Email: voices@ 
commonsnews.org. 

Editorials represent the collective 
voice of The Commons and are written by 
the editors or by members of the Vermont 
Independent Media Board of Directors. 

The views expressed in our Voices 
section are those of individual con- 
tributors. Bylined commentaries by 
members of the Vermont Independent 
Media board of directors represent 
their individual opinions; as an orga- 
nization, we are committed to provid- 
ing a forum for the entire community. 
As a501(c)3 nonprofit organization, 
Vermont Independent Media is legally 
prohibited from endorsing political 
candidates. 


B Amtrak 


station. 

The station will provide areas 
for staff or contractors to work 
— for example, for engineers to 
complete paperwork — and a 
caretaker’s window for passen- 
gers to ask questions similar to 
how the current station operates. 


The decision 
to move 

Union Station, the site of 
Amtrak’s current station and 
the building that now houses 
the Brattleboro Museum and 
Art Center, was built in 1915 at 
a cost of $75,000. 

The site fell into disrepair after 
passenger rail service ended in 
1966. Eventually, the town pur- 
chased the building. Early dis- 
cussions included tearing Union 
Station down to make a parking 
lot. Instead, the building was put 
to a new use. In 1972, the upper 
floors became the site of BMAC. 

In 1973, Amtrak resumed pas- 
senger rail service to Brattleboro 
and created a small waiting room 
in the station’s former baggage 
area. 

Decades later, Amtrak’s proj- 
ect team decided that build- 
ing the new 1,300-square foot 
station on the other side of the 
tracks would be the best way to 
meet federal, state, local, and 
Amtrak’s safety requirements. 
Construction is estimated to start 
in the spring of 2022. 

In her presentation to the 
DRB, Pannell said that the cur- 
rent station and platform height 
do not meet ADA requirements. 

Pannell said that a federal 
grant program is providing the 
funding for the project of bring- 
ing all the stations served by 
Amtrak into compliance with the 
federal statute. 

All the designs across the 
country must also adhere to 






NEWS 


add spaces on the site of the Archery Building. 


2006 U.S. Department of 
Transportation accessibility 
standards (sometimes called 
DOTAS), she said. Designs must 
also conform to Amtrak’s engi- 
neering standards as well as the 
host state’s historic preservation 
office and the U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior’s standards for reha- 
bilitation, Pannell added. 


Starting fresh 

Early in the planning process, 
the project team investigated 
renovating the current station 
and platform. 

“As we started to develop the 
ADA requirements that would 
be needed for this platform, we 
determined that there were so 
many constraints here that we 
were not going to end up with 
a development that was condu- 
cive to serving our train service,” 
Cannel said. “Nor was it going 
to solve any of the existing safety 
issues.” 
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Limited take-out menu also available. 


802.365.7713 www.fourcolumnsvt.com 


The current platform, which 
sits 8 feet from the top of the 
track bed, is 460 feet long, and is 
considered a low-level platform, 
Pannell said. Passengers need to 
step up from the platform into 
the train cars, which sit 48 inches 
above the track bed. 

This means many of the pas- 
sengers boarding in Brattleboro 
with mobility needs must wait on 
the platform for Amtrak person- 
nel to accommodate their needs 
with a wheelchair lift. 

Pannell added that if engineers 
were to redevelop a station at the 
existing site, the platform would 
stay at its current low level. 

This is because the rail line 
that passes through Brattleboro 
carries both passenger and 
freight trains. When a track 
serves both, its platforms must 
remain only 8 inches above the 
rails to provide clearance for the 
variety of freight on the cars, 
Pannell explained. 

The area around the station, 
zoned as part of Brattleboro’s 
Waterfront District, is a com- 
plicated location with easements 
on the property, utilities, and a 
nearby remediated brownfield, 
she added. 

Running parallel to the shared 
passenger/freight line, however, 
is an unused rail spur owned by 
New England Central Railroad 
(NECR), said Pannell. This line 
is not used for freight, which 
means the same restrictions on 
platform height do not apply, 
she added. 

According to Pannell, NECR 
has agreed to let Amtrak build 
its new station along this “sid- 
ing track.” 


: 


Let's reflect on the good things in our 
lives, our families and our communities. 


The Amtrak project will consume several parking spaces in the Depot Street lot, but plans are afoot for 2021 to 


A long negotiation 
ahead 

Cannel explained that the 
DRB’s approval is only one step 
among many. Amtrak, the town 
of Brattleboro, and NECR are 
still hammering out the prac- 
ticalities and details of prop- 
erty maintenance and other 
obligations. 

“Tt’s a negotiation that still has 
to happen,” she said. 

Cannel explained that add- 
ing the station to the east side of 
the tracks will also require shift- 
ing the parking area and Depot 
Street a little to the east (toward 
the Connecticut River). 

The small green space be- 
tween Depot Street and the river 
is the former site of a gasworks 
plant and considered a brown- 
field site. In 2012, contractors 
mitigated the soil in the area 
and capped the brownfield. The 
space 1s now a small park. 

Pannell said that shifting 
Depot Street’s curb line 5 feet 
to accommodate the new station 
building will mean digging into 
the brownfield. Contractors hope 
to disrupt the land as little as pos- 
sible. The project team has de- 
veloped a soil remediation plan 
to replace any disturbed ground, 
she said. 

Pannell said the new station 
will take a few parking spaces 
along Depot Street. 

That parking area has approxi- 
mately 22 parking spaces. DRB 
members noted that between 
people using the train and people 
going to the nearby Whetstone 
Station Restaurant, parking there 
is often at a premium. 

Town Planning Director Sue 
Fillion said that the town is seek- 
ing to add more parking to the 
area in 2021. If the project moves 
forward, it would include demol- 
ishing the Archery Building and 





an emergency in the vicin- 
ity of Route 9,” according to 
Selectboard meeting minutes 
from March 28, 2019. 

According to Owen Smith Jr., 
AT&T’s Northern New England 
president, the tower, on Snow 
Mountain, is one of 36 slated 
to be built in rural areas on 
Vermont. 

“FirstNet has allowed us to go 
to places we normally wouldn’t 
go, places that weren’t commer- 
cially feasible,” Smith told The 
Commons. 

FirstNet put up a tower near 
Grace Cottage Hospital in 
Townshend in 2019, which filled 
in another dead zone for cell cov- 
erage in Windham County. 


B Cell tower 
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FROM SECTION FRONT 





redesigning the existing turn- 
around area on Depot Street. 

“Yes, we’re losing a couple of 
spaces, but I hope we can make 
them up,” Fillion said. 

In the end, DRB members 
decided against holding up the 
project over parking concerns 
and approved the preliminary 
site plans with a few conditions. 

One condition is that Amtrak 
discuss safety issues with the 
Brattleboro Fire Department. 
According to DRB Chair Maya 
Hasegawa, the Fire Department 
would like Amtrak to add sprin- 
klers to the station. 

Pannell said Amtrak is open to 
the conversation but that accord- 
ing to Vermont fire regulations, 
a building of the station’s size 
and use does not need sprinklers. 

She noted the preliminary de- 
signs are 90 percent complete 
and that the project team is still 
working out lighting and secu- 
rity features. The DRB autho- 
rized town Zoning Administrator 
Brian Bannon to approve small 
updates to the site plans. 

At this time, Amtrak has no 
plans for adding to the num- 
ber of passenger trains stopping 
at Brattleboro, said Pannell. 
Meeting attendees noted that 
there are discussions happening 
at the state level, however, to 
potentially increase train service 
from Massachusetts. 

“There’s always hope for the 
future, and we’ll be able to han- 
dle it,” Pannell said. 

If this happens, said Pannell, 
the new station will be able to 
handle the uptick in passengers. 

“This is very exciting — it 
would be the first level-boarding 
platform in Vermont,” Cannel 
said. “And from the ADA as- 
pect of this project, this is exactly 
what we’re trying to do across 
the country.” 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


Smith said another tower is 
planned for the end of 2021 in 
Dummerston, and the telecom 
is currently working with Four 
Seasons Media, the owner of 
WTSA radio, to explore a tower 
replacement project at WISA- 
FM’s transmitter site at the 
Brattleboro town reservoir. 

He said FirstNet worked with 
public safety agencies to identify 
the areas when cell coverage was 
most needed, but the expanded 
service will also benefit AT&T 
customers. 

“Because of the terrain, 
Vermont is a tough place to pro- 
vide coverage, but we’re making 
progress,” Smith said. 
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Acupuncture can boost immunity, 
reduce stress, and ease anxiety. 


DISTRIBUTION 

The Commons distributes 6,750 copies 
per issue to 250 drops in almost every 
Windham County town, as well as in 
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Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 
in our imaginations. 
Special thanks to: 

Simi Berman, Diana Bingham, 
Jim Maxwell, 

Bevan Quinn, Gino Palmeri, 
Barbara Kono, Beth McKinney, 
Anne Koplinka-Loehr, Rob Bertsche, 
Barbara Evans, Stephen Phillips, 
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Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 
In memoriam: 

Alan O. Dann 
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New hiking trail opens 
in Dummerston 


DUMMERSTON—The 
Putney Mountain Association 
(PMA) and the Vermont Land 
Trust recently announced the 
opening of a new hiking trail in 
Dummerston. 

According to a news re- 
lease, the PMA said its recently 
completed fundraising effort 
“brought a hearty response 
which allows PMA to purchase 
two parcels of undeveloped land 
in Dummerston; we have closed 
on one and are targeting closing 
on the second by the end of the 
year. The new trails go through 
those properties.” 

A conservation easement 
protecting the two new prop- 
erties will be jointly held by 
the Vermont Land Trust and 
the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board, which 
provided a grant for the project. 

In addition, funding was 
provided by the Fields Pond 
Foundation and the Davis 
Conservation Fund, as well as 
more than 200 private donations. 


Several public-spirited neigh- 
bors have provided easements 
that will allow the trail to extend 
south to Prospect Hill and north 
toward Putney. 

For now, the 4.4-mile loop 
starts at the trailhead at the end 
of Hague Road and gently climbs 
through the hardwood forest to 
the high land, passing several 
vistas opening to an expansive 
southern view. 

An extension of the loop runs 
through the hemlocks and ends 
at Vermont’s second-largest 
ash tree. 

Also from the trailhead, a 
2.4-mile round trip section goes 
south to a high point on the for- 
mer King parcel. The entire trail, 
laid out by Roger Haydock, was 
built by a crew of hardy local 
volunteers who worked through 
the summer, completing the last 
stretch in late October. 

Trail building will resume 
in the spring. Depending on 
weather and volunteer help along 
the way, the full trail to Prospect 


Hill should be complete by fall 
2021. 

This trail is one section of the 
Missing Links project, based 
on what the organizations de- 
scribe as a “long-held dream of 
connecting Prospect Hill to the 
extended trail system of PMA 
and the Windmill Hill Pinnacle 
Association.” 

The project has visions for the 
future: Black Mountain and the 
West River Trail are on the ho- 
rizon. In the meantime, a hiker 
can stay on trails connecting 
Prospect Hill in Dummerston 
to Bald Hill in Grafton. 

If you would like to help, con- 
tact Richard Fletcher at 802- 
387-6017 or rafletchS@gmail.com. 


To find Hague Road, take 
Green Mountain Camp Road off 
Dummerston’s East-West Road. 
The PMA parking lot 1s about 150 
feet before the end of Hague Road, 
on the left side. Visitors are asked to 


not block the end of the road. 


Rec. Dept. offers ideas to stay 
active and have fun this winter 


BRATTLEBORO—The 
Recreation & Parks Department 
shares some fun ways to stay ac- 
tive this winter, with or without 
snow. 

“Most winters we are thrilled 
and excited for the opportu- 
nity to curl up on the couch and 
watch a movie or read a book,” 
department staff said in a news 
release, “but this year may call 
for some new and fun activities 
suitable for the whole family.” 

¢ If there’s snow: Go snow- 
shoeing, cross-country skiing, 
build a snow fort or igloo, build 
a snowman, have a snowball 
fight, go sledding, make snow an- 
gels, go ice skating, make sugar 
on snow, fill a squirt bottle with 
water and liquid-gel food color- 
ing and draw in the snow, try 
to identify animals tracks in the 
snow. Make color ice balls by fill- 
ing balloons with water and food 
coloring, then put them outside 
to freeze and remove the balloon. 

¢ If no snow has accumulated: 


Brattleboro 


announces 
holiday 
closures 


BRATTLEBORO—In obser- 
vance of the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, the town has an- 
nounced the following closures: 

¢ Town offices will close at 
noon on Thursday, Dec. 24, and 
will be closed all day on Friday, 
Dec. 25. 

All town offices will be open 
for normal business hours on 
Thursday, Dec. 31 but will be 
closed on Friday, Jan. 1. 

Emergency services during 
both holidays will operate as 
usual. 

¢ Brooks Memorial Library 
remains closed to the public. 
Curbside service will end at noon 
on Thursday, Dec. 24 and will 
not be available on Friday, Dec. 
25. Curbside service will resume 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 26. 

Curbside service at the li- 
brary will also end at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 31, and will not 
be available on Friday, Jan. 1. 
Curbside service resumes at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 2. 

¢ Parking is free at all metered 
spaces and in the pay-and-dis- 
play lots after noon on Thursday, 
Dec. 24 and all day on Friday, 
Dec. 25. Parking enforcement 
will resume on Saturday, Dec. 
20: 

Parking is free at all metered 
spaces and in the pay-and-dis- 
play lots on Friday, Jan. 1. 

All other violations will be 
enforced during both holidays. 

¢ Trash, recycling, and com- 
posting will not be affected by 
the holidays. Collections will 
be picked up on the regular 
schedule. 

¢ For information about 
the BeeLine bus, contact the 
MOOver (formerly the Current 
and Connecticut River Transit) 
at 802-460-7433. 


Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services 


Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing 
Elizabeth: 
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 
802-257-7475 


Stargaze, make a homemade 
bird feeder and hang it outside 
your window, make homemade 
candles, go for hikes or long 
walks, have a movie night with 
hot chocolate and popcorn, do 
yoga for 30 minutes each morn- 
ing as a family, exchange letters 
with friends and family as pen 
pals, make mini snowmen out 
of Play-Doh. 

¢ Have fun with the Rec. 
Dept.: You can now purchase 
household facility-rental gift 
certificates for the Gibson- 
Aiken Center Gymnasium, the 
Gibson-Aiken Center Program 
Red Room, and the Nelson 
Withington Skating Facility. 

At the gym, participants will 
have access to the basketballs, 
pickleball nets, Wiffle ball, kick- 
ball, toy cars, slides, and toddler 
playhouses, as well as the game 
room that has air hockey, pool, 
table tennis, and table football. 

This large open space lets 
households play together and 
provides children enough room 
to burn off some energy. The fee 
is $25 an hour, payable in cash. 
Reservations must be made on- 
line at bit.ly/593-gymrental. 

The Gibson-Aiken Red Room 
offers a private space to play 
cornhole, set up a race car track, 
practice a dance routine, do yoga 
or Tai Chi, and more. The fee 
is $15 an hour, payable in cash. 
Reservations must be made on- 
line at bit.ly/593-rent-red-room. 

The Nelson Withington 
Skating Facility offers pri- 
vate ice time to skate or shoot 
some pucks. Participants will 
have access to nets, pucks, and 
the Shooter Tutor. The fee is 
$75 an hour, payable in cash. 
Reservations must be made on- 
line at bit.ly/593-rent-rink. 

All reservations require a list 
of everyone attending from your 
household, including their full 
name and age. Everyone in the 
rental group is required to wear 
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WINDHAM COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY 


FOSTER A PET 


Make a friend 


a mask and must live in the same 
household; no extended family or 
friends may enter. 

These rules will be “strongly 
enforced,” according to a news 
release. 

For all programs, events, fa- 
cility information, online fillable 
registration forms, and more, 
visit the Recreation and Parks 
page (on brattleboro.org from the 
“Sport and Recreation” tab on 
the blue horizontal bar) or call 
the office at 802-254-5808. 


REAL 
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AROUND THE TOWNS 


American Legion 
Band cancels 
Christmas concert 


BRATTLEBORO — 
Every year at this time, the 
Brattleboro American Legion 
band gives a Christmas con- 
cert, but its members say it is 
“impossible this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

In a news release, band 
members said they are “very 
sorry that [we] are unable to 
do this, as we know many peo- 
ple look forward to it and en- 
joy it as part of their holiday 
celebration.” 

To help fill the gap, the band 
said that BCTV’s broadcasts 
of past Christmas Concerts — 
from 2013 (bit.ly/593-legion2), 
2015 (bit.ly/593-legion1), and 
2017 (bit.ly/593-legion3) — are 
available for view. 

“We hope you enjoy us on- 
line and look forward to next 
year when hopefully we can 
do an in-person concert,” the 
band members said. 


Elks donate $3,000 
to Windham 


County Heat Fund 


BRATTLEBORO — The 
Brattleboro Elks Lodge #1499 
has once again donated $3,000 
to the Windham County Heat 
Fund. 

“Organizations such as the 
Elks remind us of the generos- 
ity and sense of social respon- 
sibility that permeate our local 
community,” said Heat Fund 
co-founder Daryl Pillsbury in a 
news release. ” The Brattleboro 
Elks have been a solid sup- 
porter of the Heat Fund.” 

The fund was created in 
2005 by Richard Davis and 
Pillsbury to help people who 
were not able to buy enough 
heating fuel to make it through 
the winter. 

That year, oil prices were 


ESTATE 


To place your real estate ad, 
call 888-511-5150 or email 
ads@commonsnews.org 


WESTGATE APARTMENTS 
BRATTLEBORO, VT 


WESTGATE APARTMENTS 
has a two bedroom apartment available. 


Rent is $703 and includes heat, hot water, 
snow removal and trash removal. 


Applicants must be income eligible. 


For more information and applications, 
please contact Stewart Property Management, 
802-257-7616 or download an application at 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


www.stewartproperty.net b 


PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


for life. 


916 West River Road, 


Brattleboro, VT 


802-254-2232 
View pets at: wchs4pets.org 


We are often in need of a temporary home for an animal for various reasons. Most commonly we need fosters for momma cats and their kittens. 






We strive to find foster homes for community members who, due to some unforeseen crisis, need temporary housing for their animals. This 
program helps Windham County residents who face medical, housing, or other emergencies keep their animals long term by providing 







short term housing until the crisis passes. 


We welcome interested people to put a foster application on file so that we can contact you when we have an animal that might match 






your household. 


Potential foster families can identify which situations and animals they are interested in on their application. 






The Windham County Humane Society provides all food, medicines, and medical care for animals in foster. 






Surrendering an Animal for Adoption 
lf you need to surrender a pet belonging to you or to a family member, please fill out an Animal Rehoming Form. We will contact you to 
discuss your pet. Please note, surrenders are accepted on a space available basis and there may be a waiting list. 







Effective November 12, 2020: To support the most recent Vermont state guidelines regarding interstate travel we are temporarily 
ceasing to accept surrenders of owned animals from out-of-state applicants. We understand the frustration this may cause and 
we are grateful for your understanding as we do our part to reduce possible virus transmission. 









Feral or Barn Cats 


Feral cats over 10-12 weeks old are very difficult to domesticate and are extremely unhappy in a humane society environment. For these 
reasons, WCHS does not take feral cats into our facility. We do offer free trap-neuter-return for feral cats. Read More About This Program. 







Rehoming Your Pet 


If you have the time to rehome your pet, you can keep your animal out of the shelter, which is less stressful for both you and your animals! 


This space is graciously sponsored by: 


PNESSTOP 


Country Pet Supply 


onestopcountrypet.com 


648 Putney Road 
Brattleboro, VT 


802.257.3700 


149 Emerald St 


Keene, NH 
603.352.9200 


escalating and Pillsbury and 
Davis thought their efforts 
would be needed for only a 
year or two. “Over the years, 
they have come to learn that 
there is a constant need to sup- 
plement state and federal fuel 
assistance programs for those 
who fall through the cracks and 
for those who run out of fuel as- 
sistance allotments,” they said 
in a news release. 

In the 15 years of the Heat 
Fund’s existence, they have 
raised more than $500,000 
from individuals, local busi- 
nesses, and foundations such 
as the Thomas Thompson 
Trust. Their fundraising goal 
for the 2020-21 heating season 
is $50,000. 

Donations can be made di- 
rectly to the heat fund account 
at the Brattleboro Savings and 
Loan or sent in care of Richard 
Davis, 679 Weatherhead 
Hollow Rd., Guilford, VT 
05301. 

For information about ap- 
plications for assistance, con- 
tact Davis at 802-254-2240 or 
wcheatfund@comcast.net. 


St. Michael’s 
Episcopal announces 


Christmas schedule 


BRATTLEBORO — The 
Christmas services of St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church 
will all take place live on Zoom 
this year. 

The Christmas Eve services 
begin with a virtual Christmas 
pageant led by youth at 4 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 24. The 
traditional Christmas Eve ser- 
Vice starts at 8 p.m., and the 
Christmas Day service will 
occur on Friday, Dec. 25 at 
10 a.m. 

Links, including tele- 
phone links, are available at 
stmichaelsvermont.org, un- 
der “Advent & Christmas 
Services.” All are welcome to 
participate. 





For more information, 
contact the church office at 
802-254-6048 or parish ad- 
ministrator Jeanie Crosby at 
jeanie@stmichaelsvermont.org. 


Local Realtors help 
food pantries 


WINHALL — The South 
Central Vermont Board of 
Realtors (SCVBR) announced 
that the group has donated 
$18,475 to seven area food 
pantries to help communities 
affected by COVID-19. 

Typically, the SCVBR col- 
lects donations at each of its 
meetings. Despite the board 
not meeting in person, a new 
fundraising committee was able 
to raise nearly double its goal 
of $10,000. 

Food insecurity rates are on 
the rise as a result of the pan- 
demic, and reliance on food 
pantries is skyrocketing. 

The Jamaica/Wardsboro 
Food Pantry, one of the agen- 
cies helped by SCVBR, had 
already arranged to distribute 
hams, said Diane Allen. With 
the donation, recipients will 
now also receive side dishes 
and fruit. 

Scott Winslow, executive di- 
rector of Greater Bennington 
Interfaith Community Services 
(GBICS), said the organiza- 
tion’s Kitchen Cupboard food 
pantry serves almost 1,000 
families struggling with food 
insecurity. 

With an average of about 
100 shoppers per week, 
GBICS’s greatest need is sus- 
tainable funding for buying 
food, most of which the proj- 
ect gets wholesale from the 
Vermont Foodbank, Winslow 
said. 

“Of course, the greatest risk 
to the program right now is 
COVID-19,” said Winslow, 
“but continuing commu- 
nity support helps keep us 
running.” 


PUBLIC 


NOTICES 


To place your legall/public notice/ 
ad, call 888-511-5150 or email 
ads@commonsnews.org 


STATE OF VERMONT 


SUPERIOR COURT 
Windham Unit 
In re ESTATE of: Richard F. Tuttle 


PROBATE DIVISION 
Docket No.: 20-PR-01039 Wmpr 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


To the Creditors of: Richard F. Tuttle 
late of West Dummerston, Vermont 


(Decedent) 
(Decedent's town of residence) 


I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 
against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 
(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 
to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 
may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period. 


Dated: December 15, 2020 
PCRichard H. Tuttle, Administrator 


Name of Publication: The Commons 
Publication Date: December 23, 2020 


c/o Costello, Valente & Gentry, 
PO Box 483 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 


Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Unit, Probate Division 
Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301 





Notice of Windham County Annual Meeting 
**TO ALL RESIDENTS OF WINDHAM COUNTY** 


Pursuant to 24 V.S.A.133© Notice is hereby given that the Annual Windham 
County Meeting of the voters presenting the proposed budget for the county 


for the ensuing year will be held on: 
Tuesday, January 18, 2021, at 3:30 PM 


Due to the current pandemic, the meeting will be held virtually via Zoom. 
There will be no physical meeting held at the Courthouse. Please see below 


for meeting attendance information. 


If interested in attending this meeting via Zoom, please contact the Windham 
County Clerk at wmccamp12@gmail.com. Please provide your full name and 
town in which you reside. The Zoom information will be emailed to you 
approximately 3 business days prior to the meeting date. 


The following is a summary of the expenditures being proposed for the fiscal year 


Beginning February 1, 2021. 


County Clerk’s Office, Windham County Courthouse 


Personnel 
Professional Services 
Contract Services 
Building & Grounds 
Operational Expenses 
Insurance 

Donations 


Windham Probate Court 
Building Expenses 
Contract Services 
Operational Expenses 


Windham County Sheriff's Department 


Personnel 
Professional Services 
Contract Services 
Building Expenses 
Operational Expenses 
Insurance 


County Capital Reserve Fund 
TOTAL COUNTY EXPENDITURES 


REVENUE 


Windham Superior Court Small Claims and Notary Fees 


TOTAL COUNTY REVENUES 
County Capital Construction Fund 


TOTAL TO BE ASSESSED TO THE TOWNS OF WINDHAM COUNTY 


$434,647.81 
$209,538.81 
$32,700.00 
$1,700.00 
$147,700.00 
$19,140.00 
$11,869.00 
$12,000.00 


$321,009.03 
$176,184.03 
$86,225.00 


$23,600.00 
$20,000.00 


$24,000.00 
$24,000.00 
$45,000.00 
$686,656.84 


The tax rate is based on last year’s Grand List as this year’s list is not published 
until the end of December, January. Estimated Tax rate FY 21/22 0.00878. 
Actual tax rate should be known by the Annual County Meeting in January 2021. 
Copies of the complete proposed budget are available to the public. Please 
contact the Windham County Clerk at wmccamp12@gmail.com. 


Patricia W. Duff, Assistant Judge 





Lamont Barnett, Assistant Judge 
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MILESTONES 
Births, deaths, and news of people from Windham County 





College news 


¢ The following local students 
received academic honors for the 
fall 2020 semester at Plymouth 
(N.H.) State University: Jack 
Armbruster of West Dover, 
Michael Sawitz of West Dover, 
and Kathleen Hodsden were 
named to the President’s List, 
and Luke Missale of Vernon, 
Megan Banik of Westminster, 
and Conor Hiner of Brattleboro 
were named to the Dean’s List. 

¢ The following local stu- 
dents were honored at Clarkson 
University in Potsdam, N.Y., for 
academic achievement in the fall 
2020 semester: Arin Catherine 
Bates of West Wardsboro, a 
first-year student majoring in 
university studies, was named a 
Presidential Scholar. Presidential 
Scholars must achieve a mini- 
mum 3.80 grade-point average 
and carry at least 14 credit hours. 
Named to the Dean’s List were 
Isaiah Clark of Brattleboro, 
a sophomore majoring in com- 
puter engineering, and Liam Ian 
Allan McNeil of Brattleboro, a 
sophomore majoring in mechani- 
cal engineering. 

¢ Bradie Harris of Bellows 
Falls has been named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2020 se- 
mester at Nazareth College in 
Rochester, N.Y. 





Obituaries 


* Henry 
David Clark, 
81, of Bellows 
* Falls. Died Dec. 

14, 2020, sur- 
= rounded by his 
(A hs family. Henry 
hos 4/9 was born on 
March 7, 1939, in Westminster 
West to the late Clarence Edward 
Clark and Olive Agnes Kinney. 
He was well-respected through- 
out the community of Bellows 
Falls and was an active mem- 
ber of the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge No. 527. He was awarded 
“Moose of the Year” for 2012- 
13. Henry also served in the 
National Guard. He loved to fish, 
watch Westerns, and sit with his 
friends at the American Legion 
Auxiliary and the Polish Club. He 
was a supporter of many chari- 
ties including the Alzheimer’s 
Association and Make-A-Wish, 
playing in their golf tournaments 
every year. He was a loving hus- 
band, father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather and friend to all 
who knew him. Henry was pre- 
ceded in death by his wife, Carol 
Clark (Davis), whom he mar- 
ried in 1962; brothers Francis 
Mounsey, Raymond Mounsey, 
Stanley Clark, Burton Clark 
Sr., and Joseph Clark; and sister 
Martha Simonds. He is survived 
by his children: Tammie Clark 
of Alstead, N.H., David Clark 
of Rockingham, Tim Clark and 
his wife, Kim, of Springfield, Vt., 
and Michael Clark and his hus- 
band, Sam, of Brattleboro; sisters 
Isabell Croteau of Westminster 
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West and Jean Olive Clark of 
Westminster; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grand- 
children. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: Services will be held in 
the spring. Donations to Make- 
A-Wish Foundation of Vermont, 
431 Pine St., Burlington, VT 
05401. 

¢ Nancianne D. Houghton, 
82, of Walpole, N.H. Died 
peacefully at home on Dec. 13, 
2020, with her loving family by 
her side. Nancianne was born on 
July 9, 1938 in Brattleboro to the 
late Blake S. and Nancy (Fish) 
Darling. She enjoyed 62 years 
of marriage with her husband 
William, whom she married in 
1958. Together they raised four 
children. Nancianne’s family was 
her life’s work and will forever 
be her legacy. She was an active 
member of the Congregational 
Church in Walpole. She taught 
preschool for many years at the 
Walpole Village School before 
later joining the family business 
of Everett E. Houghton Co., Inc, 
until her retirement. Everyone 
in the village knew her for her 
sugar cookies and peanut butter 
balls at Christmas time, though 
teaching the younger genera- 
tions was her lifelong passion. 
She is survived by her husband, 
William E. Houghton; her four 
sons, Scott Luther-Houghton 
and his wife Laurie of Acworth, 
N.H., Todd Houghton and his 
wife Judy of Keene, N.H., Mark 
Houghton and his wife Brooke 
of Walpole, and Kurt Houghton 
and his wife Carrie of Ijamsville, 
Md., as well as nine grandchil- 
dren and one great-grandson. 
She was predeceased by her sis- 
ters Irene Miner and Joyce Winn, 
and her brother Donald Darling. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
formal memorial service will be 
held later in 2021. Donations to 
the First Congregational Church 
of Walpole. 

¢ Gail Kennedy-Haines, 
70, of Brattleboro. Died Dec. 19, 
2020. Gail was born in Boston on 
June 10, 1950. She grew up in 
Arlington, Mass., and endured 
12 years of Catholic school. She 
then majored in psychology at 
Boston State College. She mar- 
ried Robert MacDonough, and 
they raised two daughters in 
Wayland, Mass. Gail found her 
life’s mission in activism and ad- 
vocacy on behalf of victims of do- 
mestic abuse. For many years, she 
worked to bring about legislation 
protecting women and children 
and spoke frequently at regional 
and national conferences on vic- 
tims’ rights. One of Gail’s proud- 
est achievements was earning an 
ACE award from the National 
Academy of Cable Programming 
for producing the documentary, 
Stories of Survival: Child Sexual 
Abuse. After her divorce, Gail 
moved to New Hampshire to lead 
women’s crisis organizations in 
Nashua and later in Keene. Gail 
moved to Brattleboro in 2007 
to join her loving companion, 
Bill Wilmot. Here, she focused 
on disability rights. She was a 
longtime member of the town’s 


ADA Advisory Committee and 
spent many happy days laughing 
with her friends at the Inclusion 
Center. Living in Brattleboro also 
enabled Gail to indulge her life- 
long passion for the visual and 
performing arts. Gail loved be- 
ing with people and cherished her 
many wonderful friendships. She 
took great pleasure in telling sto- 
ries in the Irish tradition, always 
hilarious, but you believed them 
at your own risk. Gail enjoyed 
cooking, reading, Monty Python 
movies, dogs, crafts, dancing, wa- 
terfalls, and time with her daugh- 
ters and grandchildren. In her 
younger years, she was an active 
hiker, climbing all the 4,000-foot 
peaks in the White Mountains 
with her family. More recently, 
she and Bill took frequent road 
trips, most memorably a pilgrim- 
age to Gail’s personal Shangri-la, 
the state of Wyoming. Gail was 
a woman of tremendous cour- 
age and strength, deriving bal- 
ance and peacefulness from her 
lengthy study of Buddhism. She 
powered through significant pain 
every day, vowing to do “as much 
as I can for as long as I can.” She 
found sources of optimism and 
humor and joy that were some- 
times invisible to others, and her 
remarkable zest for life defined 
her and inspired those who knew 
her. Gail was predeceased by her 
beloved daughter, Katherine 
Ozpeynirci. She is survived by 
her partner, Bill Wilmot; daugh- 
ter Amy MacDonough of Natick, 
Mass.; son-in-law Bilgehan 
Ozpeynirci of Wayland, Mass.; 
and grandchildren Aydin and 
Alianna Ozpeynirci. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: Due to current 
health restrictions, no services 
will be held. Expressions of sym- 
pathy in Gail’s name may be 
made to The Inclusion Center, 
33 Parkman Wood Rd., Putney, 
VT 05346, or a charity of one’s 
choice. Share a memory or post 
cond lences at atamaniuk.com. 

ites ¢ Miriam 
A. “Mimi” 
Lilly, 74, of 
Peterborough, 
N.H. Died 
peacefully on 
Dec. 1, 2020, in 
i the presence of 
her loving family. She was born 
in Milwaukee, Wisc., on March 
14, 1946, the daughter of William 
and Marcella (Adler) Gengler. 
Mimi and her husband, Doug, 
shared 54 years of traveling, farm- 
ing, teaching, healing, and raising 
a wonderful family. Mimi was 
down-to-earth, loved children, 
loved Christmas, and embraced 
all the good and bad times that fill 
our lives. She wanted things to be 
“right,” and that meant talking, 
arguing, and hugging until every- 
one could make sense of things. 
She would not let people go to 
bed with an unresolved argument 
or project. That meant decorat- 
ing the Christmas cookies until 
the early morning hours, getting 
the newborn calf out of the creek, 
playing another song on the ac- 
cordion, or finishing the family 
Christmas letter. Above all, she 





‘Sunshine Project’ to create postcards 
for people isolated at home 


BRATTLEBORO—Green 
Mountain RSVP is seeking vol- 
unteers to write short, cheer- 
ful messages on standard-size 
postcards that will be distrib- 
uted to individuals who are 
isolated in their homes. 

The organization 1s calling 
this their “Sunshine Project,” 
for “spreading a little cheer 
to people during the heart of 


These cards will be delivered 


to people who receive Meals 
on Wheels, who live in nurs- 
ing homes, and who are served 
by Senior Solutions/Council 
on Aging. 

This volunteer project can 
be done from the comfort of 
your own home. The project 
will mail or deliver a pack of 
20 postcards with an envelope 
in which to return them, once 
completed, for distribution. 

The project intends to 


distribute the cards to recipi- 
ents during the week of Jan. 
18, 2021, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, to honor the memory 
of the civil rights leader and his 
vision of community service 
and lifting up the less fortunate. 
GMRSVP is an AmeriCorps 
Seniors program for people age 
55 and older. For more infor- 
mation, visit rsvpvt.org/post/mlk- 
day-of-service-sunshine-project. 


Stop for a minute and imagine. 
You have no home. 


You are hungry. 


That’s why we are here. 


Groundworks Collaborative provides support to 
families and individuals facing real needs of 


food and housing. 


The challenges can be complex, 
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Grace Cottage food service 
manager receives national award 


TOWNSHEND—Grace 
Cottage Family Health 
& Hospital Food Service 
Manager Denise Choleva has 
been named the Certified 
Dietary Manager of the Month 
by the national Association 
of Nutrition & Foodservice 
Professionals (ANFP). 


“My favorite part of my = 


is making people 
happy with food,” 
Choleva said in a 
questionnaire on 
the ANFP website 
(anfponline.org). 
“We take pride in 
everything we do 
in our department 
and everything 
is cooked from 
scratch. It’s fun to 
come up with new ideas for our 
salad bar. Especially during 
COVID-19, food helps every- 
one get through their day and 
comforts those in need.” 
Choleva has worked in food 
service at Grace Cottage for 
22 years and has managed the 
department since 2002. She 
started her training for this 
career as a child, helping her 


made sure you knew you were 
loved, both a gift and a blessing. 
All will miss her music, her knit- 
ting, her flowers, her crossword 
puzzles, her books and letters, her 
stories and most of all, her beau- 
tiful smile. Miriam is survived by 
her husband, Doug Lilly, and her 
five children, Peter, Jacob, Kia, 
Lucas, and Charlie. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: Services will be 
private for the family. To share 
a memory, or to leave the family 
a message of condolence, visit 
Li com. 
Ot ae ¢ Patricia 
yo oy) Rose “Pat” 
// 1) Massey, 80, of 
Hinsdale, N.H. 
Died Dec. 10, 
2020 at Cheshire 
Medical Center 
i @emm in Keene, N.H., 

followitie’ a period of declining 
health. Born in Montague City, 
Mass., on Feb. 24, 1940, she 
was the daughter of Edwin and 
Charlotte (Harrington) Brooks. 
She was raised and educated 
in Erving, Mass., where she at- 
tended public school and was 
a graduate of Mahar Regional 
High School in Orange, Mass. 
Pat worked most of her career 
in healthcare as an LPN, em- 
ployed for many years at Franklin 
Medical Center in Greenfield. 
She completed her nursing 
classes through Greenfield 
Community College. Later, 
she was employed at Hinsdale 
Racetrack and as activity direc- 
tor at Vernon Green Nursing 
Home. For several years, she 
also worked at the former Ames 
Department Store in Brattleboro. 
She was raised in the Methodist 
faith and attended First United 
Methodist Church in Brattleboro. 
Of her leisure time activities, she 
enjoyed crocheting, attending 
craft shows, and gardening, both 
flower and vegetable. She was 
known for her “green thumb.” 
She was first married to Robert 
Andrews and, later, Kenneth 
Prouty, who predeceased her 
in 2003. In 2006, she married 
Luther A. Massey Jr., who sur- 
vives. Besides her husband of 14 
years, she leaves her son, Wayne 
Andrews of Greenfield, Mass.; 
daughters Wendy Podlesney of 
South Deerfield, Mass., Patti 
Harvey of Phoenix, Ariz., and 
Michelle Matteson of Rupert; 
stepson, Kevin Prouty of Wells, 
Maine; foster son Armand Cliche 
of Brattleboro; four grandchil- 
dren and three great-grandchil- 
dren. Additionally, she is survived 
by her beloved dogs Ladybug, 





Embrace the warmth of family and create 


g ne ; , ’ 2 #.: : 
Choleva 


grandmother with her cater- 
ing business. She attended 
high school at Franklin County 
Technical School in Turners 
Falls, Mass., studying culinary 
arts and working in restaurants 
and a grocery dell. 

In her position at Grace 
Cottage, she promotes cama- 
raderie among her staff and 
regularly works in the 
kitchen alongside her 
five-person team, who 
are “like family.” 

“I work side by side 
with my employees, 
I fill in when needed, 
I love working on the 
salad bar, cooking for 
our patients and staff, 
I do the ordering, I put 
the order away. I do 
dishes, I visit patients, I do my 
office work, payroll, dietary 
visits, hiring, training, billing, 
solving problems, communica- 
tion, training — the list goes on 
and on, but most importantly 
leading my team to make every 
day successful no matter what 
comes our way,” she said. 

“We have lots of local farm- 
ers and we purchase as much 





Chloe, and Oreo. MEMORIAL IN- 
FORMATION: Graveside commit- 
tal services in Central Cemetery 
in Erving will be conducted in the 
spring at a date to be announced 
by the funeral home. Donations 
to the Monadnock Humane 
Society, 101 West Swanzey Rd., 
Swanzey, NH 03446. To share 
a memory or condolences, visit 
atamaniuk.com. 


= ¢ Heidrun 
Care AS Mayer 81, o 


. -=s Mayer, 81, of 
eee Brattleboro. 
= _ Died, with her 
= § family at her 
= side, on Dec. 
‘YW 14, 2020. She 
was born Sept. 27, 1939 in 
Konigsberg, Germany. As a 
young girl, her family fled the 
Russian invasion and relocated 
to Nuremberg, Germany. In 
1965, she married her husband, 
Professor Joerg Mayer, in the 
same courthouse used for the 
Nuremberg trials. Heidrun and 
Joerg moved to Albuquerque, 
N.M. and, later, to Fairfax, Va., 
before settling in Annville, Pa., 
in 1970. Heidrun obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in social work 
at Lebanon Valley College in 
1975. Over the decades, she 
worked as a social worker and 
nurse in a juvenile home and sev- 
eral nursing facilities. Heidrun’s 
greatest achievement was being 
the mother of 30 — three sons 
from Joerg’s first marriage, an 
adopted son and daughter, and 
25 teen foster girls. She was 
awarded Pennsylvania’s Foster 
Mother of the Year in 1980. 
She and her husband later re- 
tired to Brattleboro in 1996. 
Heidrun made many friends 
and volunteered for numerous 
programs. She was the 2019 
recipient for Senior Solutions’ 
Successful Aging Award. Her 
greatest passion was reading. 
There never was a time that 
she was not starting or finish- 
ing a novel. She is survived by 
her sons, Friedrich and his wife 
Evelyn of Albuquerque, N.M., 
and Mark and his wife, Rebecca, 
of Brattleboro; her daughter, 
Agnes and her husband, Andrzej 
Mikyaniec, of Brattleboro; her 
foster daughter, Wendy Smith 
of Palmyra, Pa; as well as 11 
grandchildren. Heidrun was pre- 
deceased by her husband, Joerg, 
in 2008; two sons, Hans and 
Nicholas Mayer; and a grand- 
son, Mjoelnr Mayer. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A celebration of 
her life will be held later in 2021. 
Donations be made to All Souls 





local and sustainable foods 
as possible,” she said, add- 
ing that “I am lucky in south- 
ern Vermont to have Food 
Connects, who works with lo- 
cal farmers to distribute their 
items. Last year, 38 percent of 
our food expenses supported 
local producers.” 

She values innovation, which 
she has put to good use during 
the pandemic. 

Choleva has been a member 
of ANFP since 2001. She has 
served as secretary/treasurer 
and president for the Vermont 
chapter and was recently cho- 
sen as a Subject Matter Expert 
for the national ANFP creden- 
tialing exam task force. She is 
also involved with the Vermont 
Healthy Food in Healthcare 
Workgroup. 

Grace Cottage Hospital re- 
celves many thank-you notes 
from former inpatients who 
comment on how much they 
appreciated the food created by 
Choleva’s department. 

“T have the best team a girl 
could ask for,” she says. 


Church, P.O. Box 2297, West 
Brattleboro, VT 05303. To share 
a memory or send messages of 
condolence to the family, visit 
atamaniuk.com. 

¢ Kelly Tanner, 61, of Las 
Vegas, Nev. Died Dec. 12, 2020 
of cancer. Kelly grew up in the 
area and was a member of the 
Bellows Falls Union High School 
Class of 1977. She loved living 
in Las Vegas and had wonder- 
ful support systems and friends 
that helped her reach 13 proud 
years of sobriety. Kelly is sur- 
vived by her parents, Nancy 
Ellis of Dummerston and Pete 
Harrison of Westminster; her 
sons Ricky, K.P., and Jaime; her 
siblings Robbie, Lisa, Suzanne, 
Jill, and Melody; and her eight 
grandchildren and beloved cats, 
Lordy and Taylor. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: None provided. 

* Gene H. Williams, 88, of 
Saxtons River. Died Dec. 14, 
2020 at his home, surrounded 
by family. He was born March 
6, 1932, in Springfield, Vt., the 
son of Wendell and Alberta 
(Adams) Williams. He gradu- 
ated in 1950 from Springfield 
High School and attended the 
University of Vermont. Mr. 
Williams served in the Army 
from 1954 to 1956. He married 
Ann E. Dixon in 1956; she prede- 
ceased him in 2007. He married 
Mary (Jordon) Kinney in 2010. 
He was employed as a design en- 
gineer in fluid power at Bryant 
Grinder Co. in Springfield, re- 
tiring in 1995. Gene enjoyed 
tinkering, gardening, yard work, 
hunting, fishing, golfing, and 
spending time at Lake Sunapee. 
He was an avid Red Sox and 
Patriots fan. Survivors include 
his wife, Mary; three children, 
Howard Williams of Springfield, 
Karen Hamner of Lompoc, 
Calif., Dianne Kashiwabara 
of Bedford, N.H.; three step- 
children, Diane Comstock, 
Gary and Peter Kinney; two 
brothers, Glenn Williams of 
Springfield, Galen Williams of 
North Springfield; nine grand- 
children, five great-grandchil- 
dren, six step-grandchildren, and 
nine step-great-grandchildren. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
celebration of life service will be 
held in 2021. Donations to the 
Parkinson’s Foundation, 200 
SE Ist Street, Suite 800, Miami, 
FL 33131; or The Jimmy Fund, 
P.O. Box 849168, Boston, MA 
02284-9168; or Bayada Hospice, 
1222 Putney Rd., Suite 107, 
Brattleboro, VT 05301. 
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remember... with Omaha Steaks, Christmas 


this year will be worth the wait. 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 
S SINCE 1917 4 


TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS 


THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE 
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins 


4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 


4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 


FREE PORK CHOPS & 


but your support can be simple. CHICKEN BREASTS 


Get even more for the 


8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 

8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 

8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes 
8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 

Steak Seasoning (1 02.) 

$298-87* separately 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE *129.99 


BUTCHER’S CUT TOP SIRLOIN 


We Invite you to learn more Y Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut. 


and donate today. 


802-257-5415 
www.GroundworksVT.org 


holidays when you buy 
Y Double-trimmed for 100% flawless bites. this package today! 
Y Aged 21 days for the most tenderness. 


The best steaks of your life or your money back. 


Sroundworks 


COLLABORATIVE 


Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner778 or call 1.855.768.0564 


and ask for free pork chops and chicken breasts with offer 66762TFC 


basic needs met with dignity 


*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts 

(1 1b. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available 

while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases 
acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit omahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21. 


Brought to you by: S77 Trust Company of Vermont 


www.tcvermont.com 
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BM Ordinance 


to keep the equivalent of three 
months’ rent in savings is “not 
a universal cross section of soci- 
ety,” Hennessy added. As such, 
the current practice of collect- 
ing the equivalent of three full 
months of rent affects only those 
who struggle financially. 

“It’s really good news that we 
might be addressing and reduc- 
ing that discrimination,” he said. 

Town Manager Peter Elwell 
said the ordinance should go into 
effect on Feb. 14, 2021. 

According to Town Attorney 
Bob Fisher, the ordinance ap- 
plies to new leases signed after 
that date. Tenants with exist- 
ing leases will be grandfathered. 

Should a landlord sign a new 
lease with an existing tenant, 
however, then a landlord will 
need to return the equivalent of 
one month’s rent if originally col- 
lected under the original lease. 

Fisher added that the ordi- 
nance goes into effect 60 days 
after the board’s approval. Those 
who wish to bring the ordinance 
to a town-wide vote have 45 days 
organize a petition. The peti- 
tion must have signatures from 
5 percent of the town’s regis- 
tered voters. 


A split board 

Last week, after the board held 
a public hearing on the second 
reading of the proposal, board 
Clerk Ian Goodnow made the 
motion to approve the rental or- 
dinance. He has supported the 
change since the Tenants Union 
of Brattleboro (TUB) proposed 
the ordinance earlier this year. 

Fellow board members 
Brandie Starr and Daniel 
Quipp also spoke in favor of the 
ordinance. 

“Housing is a human right,” 
Starr said, “and my version of 
good governance is to work from 
the most vulnerable up.” 

People will always need help, 
she added, and community sus- 
tainability starts with having a 
solid foundation. 

Goodnow, Starr, and Quipp 
voted in favor of the policy 
change, with Chair Tim Wessel 
and Vice-Chair Liz McLoughlin 
dissenting. 

Both Wessel and McLoughlin 
have consistently questioned 
whether the ordinance would 
do more harm than good to both 
renters and landlords. 

In Wessel’s opinion, disagree- 
ment around the ordinance fo- 
cuses on what policy will best 
meet residents’ needs. No one 
on the board disagrees that ten- 
ants’ needs exist, he said. 

To landlords, Wessel said, 
“Don’t give up being a good 
steward in your community.” 

He also asked landlords to 


Season's greetings! We'd like to take 
a moment to express our gratitude. 
We at Sandri are proud to serve our 
community, and we sincerely 
appreciate your continued support. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


keep their rental properties as 
full-time units, rather than shift- 
ing to short-term rentals such 
as Airbnb. He also hoped local 
landlords wouldn’t sell to out- 
of-the-area owners who, in his 
opinion, have less of a stake in 
the community. 

McLoughlin has said that the 
ordinance will not address the 
root causes of the town’s tight — 
and, in many cases, expensive — 
housing market. 


Easing the burden 
on renters 

In its proposal to the board, 
dated Aug. 18, members of TUB 
wrote, “The enormous costs of 
securing a new place to live is 
an ever-rising hurdle to housing 
people in our town.” 

“Access to affordable housing 
is one of the largest obstacles fac- 
ing renters today,” the members 
added, “and though the coro- 
navirus pandemic has catalyzed 
many preexisting issues, we need 
to treat these issues as longstand- 
ing and, without mitigation, 
persistent. Limiting the cost of 
required deposits is a simple, 
immediate, and effective step in 
this direction.” 

Town Planning Director Sue 
Fillion, at the board’s request, 
presented data on the town’s 
rental market. In a memo dated 
Sept. 29, she outlined data that 
mirrored much of what TUB’s 
proposal asserted. 

Federal guidelines define af- 
fordable housing as costing 30 
percent of a household’s in- 
come, said Fillion, who noted 
that 50 percent of town residents 
are renters. Of that 50 percent, 
more than half spend above 30 
percent of their income on hous- 
ing, she said. 

“This is not good gover- 
nance,” said Real Estate Agent 
Dan Normandeau, a principal of 
a trust that owns five multi-unit 
buildings in town, lambasted the 
Selectboard. 

Asking why the town hadn’t 
formed a study committee or 
gathered data, Normandeau 
claimed that everything said 
during the board meetings 
amounted to “anecdotal opin- 
ion” rather than facts. 

“You have not studied the 
problem,” he said. “At best, 
you ve studied the solution.” 

Consultant Shea Witzberger, 
part of the team contracted to 
guide the town’s Community 
Safety Review Process, coun- 
tered Normandeau. 

The landlords who have spo- 
ken to her and her colleagues 
say the ordinance could impact 
them financially, Witzberger 
said. Yet, the lack of housing, or 
being homeless, makes people 








KEVIN O’CONNOR’/SPECIAL TO THE COMMONS 


Brattleboro’s annual Charlie Slate Memorial Christmas Breakfast has previously served as many as 903 


meals in a year. 


B@ Breakfast 


area resident Francis Willette 
in 1997, then to fellow local 
Deirdre Baker a decade later. 

Continuing the effort has its 
challenges. Consider Baker. 
When the working mother be- 
gan, she figured she’d give it 
five years. After her fourth in 
2010, she wondered if her plate 
was too full, as she couldn’t 
shake a stuffy nose. 

Seeing a doctor, Baker dis- 
covered she had sinus cancer. 
To reach it, surgeons had to 
sacrifice her right eye in an 
operation that morphed into 
a half-dozen, followed by six 
weeks of daily three-hour trips 
for radiation. 

Wearing an eye patch, Baker 
nevertheless oversaw her fifth 
breakfast. 

“T’ve had so much support 
from my friends and commu- 
nity,” she said in 2011. “This 


is my way of paying it forward.” 

Once she became disease- 
free, Baker was ready to pass 
on the tradition. Judy Flynn, 
Slate’s daughter, agreed to take 
on the task of coordinating vol- 
unteers and contributions. 

Then she was diagnosed with 
cancer. 

Flynn, like Baker, was de- 
termined to beat it. But a week 
before Christmas 2013, Flynn 
died unexpectedly, leaving 
Baker to remember what she 
told Slate the first year she or- 
ganized the breakfast, which 
happened to be the last one he 
was alive for. 

“He grabbed my hands and 
said, “Thank you so much for 
taking this over — I love you.’ I 
told him not to worry, it would 
continue on.” 

Baker headed efforts one 
more time before training 


vulnerable to a myriad of situa- 
tions, including violence, sexual 
assault, emotional distress, and, 
in 2020, COVID-19. 

“Those amounts of risk are 
not equal,” Witzberger said. 
“Housing is something we all 
deserve.” 


More data coming 
Brattleboro may soon have 


~~ 
Sandr 


ENERGY 


Fuel Oil, Kerosene, Propane, 
On & Off Road Diesel, Gasoline, 
Heating & Cooling Equipment 
Sales & Service, Plumbing, 
Bagged & Bulk Wood Pellets, 


SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY! 


Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 





Renewable Solutions, 
AND MORE! 


sandri.com 
(800) 628-1900 
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more data about its housing. 

Fillion informed the board 
that the town has received grant 
funding to conduct a housing 
study, which she said might 
be completed as early as the 
summer. 

The study will gather data on 
the number and type of hous- 
ing units in town as well as de- 
mographic and income data. 
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Slate’s granddaughter, Jadi 
Flynn, and great-granddaugh- 
ter, Megan Walker, six years 
ago. 

The two, facing such obsta- 
cles as a 2017 Christmas storm 
that dropped nearly a foot of 
snow, nonetheless have led the 
event to new heights. 

Last year, organizers served 
a record 903 meals. They had 
hoped to hit 1,000 this week. 
But that prediction came before 
the pandemic cancelled both 
the sit-down gathering and any 
thoughts of distributing takeout 
from a kitchen too small for the 
cooking crew to work at safe 
distances from one another. 

“It breaks our hearts,” the 
family posted on Facebook, 
“but we 

feel it is important in order 
to keep our guests and volun- 
teers safe and healthy.” 


The study is slated to highlight 
root issues impacting the town’s 
housing stock, the market, and 
residents. 

Fillion said she also expects 
the study to include policy 
recommendations. 

In the meantime, advocates 
for the ordinance praised its 
passage. 

“This is a big discussion that 


This Holiday Season, The Richards Group 
encourages you to support your neighbors and 
your community by shopping and dining locally. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


The usual crew of 60 won’t 
have to wake as early as 2:30 
a.m. to ready 3,200 sausage 
links, 1,920 hash browns, 270 
pounds of eggs, 140 pounds of 
pancake mix, and 14 pounds 
of coffee. 

They consider that a mixed 
blessing. 

“We know it’s the right deci- 
sion,” Jadi Flynn says. “We def- 
initely will be sleeping in a little 
bit this year, enjoying — as diffi- 
cult as it is — some downtime.” 

Then again, the family al- 
ready is thinking about that 
1,000-meal mark for 2021. 

“It’s just such a wonder- 
ful feeling to be able to do this 
and pay it forward,” Flynn 
says. “We plan on being back 
next year, celebrating bigger 
and better.” 


touches so many parts of this 
community,” Goodnow said. 

TUB member Dory Hamm 
said the ordinance is only a piece 
of “making the town affordable 
for everyone.” 

“It is a really important step, 
but this is small compared to 
what we have to do,” he said. 











Happy Holidays from all of us 
at The Richards Group. 


The 


Richards Group 


FINANCIAL, INSURANCE & HR SOLUTIONS 


(800) 222-6016 
TheRichardsGrp.com 
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Spread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 





Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


"39% 


No term contract required 


Enjoy 
dae snculoeid gq powerful 
Internet 
experience 


iad 4 





600 Mbps 200 Mbps 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. Xfi Nn | ty 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment and 
paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be 
discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change during and after 
promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. 


For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. 
NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-SVCC-Holiday-V1 
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Northern Harmony - Village Har- 
mony (Online): Northern Harmony 
is the highest level performing group 
under Village Harmony. The concert 
program presents Christmas and 
seasonal music from many countries 
and various vocal styles. 

> Anytime between 12/24: 12 noon 
to 1/3/21: 12 noon. Questions: www. 
villageharmony.org, villageharmo- 
ny@gmail.com, 802-426-3210. 

> Through Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
> Pay what you can. 

> Online. Registration required: 
commarts.org/village-harmony/ 
northern-harmony-world- 
harmony-ensemble. 


The written word 


Youth Essay Contest (Senator 
Bernie Sanders 11th annual State 
of the Union essay contest): Sen. 
Sanders created this contest to give 
VT high school students an opportu- 
nity to describe a major issue facing 
our country and propose what they 
would do to solve it. The 250-500 
word essays can be on any issue of 
national importance. Sanders will 
enter the essays of the ten finalists 
into the Congressional Record - the 
official archive of the U.S. Congress. 
> "Istarted this essay contest 11 
years ago to help our students be 
actively engaged, no matter where 
they stand on the issues," said Sand- 
ers "This year, our state and nation 
face a health and economic crisis 
caused by the pandemic, coupled 
with a renewed fight for racial 
justice. Many of you have seen family 
members struggle because of lost 
wages or health concerns, you have 
been asked to learn online, and you 
face a future that may feel uncertain. 
To my mind, the unprecedented 
nature of this time makes it more 
important than ever to hear your 
perspectives/innovative ideas." Over 
4,600 students from high schools in 
VT have written essays in the past 
10 years about critically important 
issues, including climate change, ac- 
cess to mental health care, the rising 
cost of college. A volunteer panel of 
VT teachers will judge the essays on 
the students’ ability to articulate an 
issue and propose a solution, without 
regard to political views." 

> Through Tuesday, January 12, 
2021. 

> State of the Union Essay Contest. 
Information: More info: sanders. 
senate.gov/stateoftheunion or call 
800-339-9834, 
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Kids and families 


Annual Brattleboro Music School 
Community Open House (Virtual): 
Edible and audible sweets and 
Savories - explore our Open House 
"room" to find musical offerings, 
stories, poems, and recipes shared by 
our faculty, staff, and students (past, 
present and future). Family friendly. 
> Through Wednesday, January 

6, 2021. 

> Online. Information: bmcvt.org/ 
holiday. 


Community building 


Vermont Humanities - Democracy 
Fall Conference "Supercut" Video 
(Virtual): Watch short clips from each 
talk. Along with the VT Arts Council, 
we distributed over $780,000 in 
CARES Act emergency relief grants 

to 122 VT arts/cultural non-profits in 
all 14 VT counties. Eleven Vermont 
schools held safe Humanities Camps 
this summer. Some studied our 
Vermont Reads 2020 book, "The 

Hate U Give." Weekly online events 
featured speakers such as Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historian David Blight, 
a panel of Abenaki leaders, theater 
artist Jarvis Green. 

> The "Supercut" video, as well as 
full videos of all 13 talks, are online 
indefinitely. "While 2020 certainly 
didn't proceed as we had planned, 
we are deeply thankful for all of the 
ways that the humanities have made 
a difference in our communities. 
Please consider making a donation to 
Vermont Humanities before the end 
of the year." 

> Through Thursday, December 31. 
> Free. 

> Online. Information: mail.google. 
com/mail/u/1/#inbox/FMfcgxwKjnX 
XZPWICSPhkGcGJKtQJFdD. 

Voices of Real Organic (Online): 
Acommon vision for the future of 
agriculture on the planet is shared by 
many farmers and organic movement 
leaders. Sadly, many of these basic 
principles are no longer recognized 
by USDA Organic. Al Gore, Paul 
Hawken, Leah Penniman, JM Fortier, 
Dan Barber, Eliot Coleman, Arran 
Stephens, Jennifer Taylor, Zach Wolf, 
Emily Oakley, Jessie Buie, Linley 
Dixon, Dave Chapman talk about 
what went wrong and the hope for 
the Real Organic movement. 

> Also, every Sunday in January, 
you can get tickets for a virtual series 
of talks/panels with over 50 promi- 
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nent organic farmers, scientists, 
climate activists: 

> www.realorganicsymposium.org. 
> Through Sunday, January 31, 
2021. 

> Online. This short video 

also serves as a preview for the 
in-depth talks. (You may need 

to click on "X" on right to play 

it) realorganicsymposium. 
org/post/voices_of_real_ 
organic?mc_cid=dbae8444db&mc_ 
eid=959d57af28. 
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Arts and crafts 


Ornament Workshops / Knitting 
Classes for Kids (Online): Orna- 
ments for all ages and skill levels. 
Give the gift of a shared experience 
with loved ones near and far. Instruc- 
tor is Victoria Mansuri is the owner 
of the Brattleboro business: By Our 
Hands - A Place to Create Together. 
> Visit website for Knitting Classes 
offered over the winter. 

> Through Wednesday, December 
30. 

P $30 (first 2 participants, $10 

each additional). During COVID 
quarantine, all classes are pay-what- 


you-can, 


> Online. Information: 410-925- 
8532, byourhandscreate@gmail. 
com, byourhandscreate.com. 
Visual arts 

and shows 


BRATTLEBORO ""The Looking 
Glass Season": Featuring five artists 
who live in the Brattleboro area: 

Tina Olsen, Markie Sallick, Walter 
Hagedorn, John Loggia, and Schuyler 
Gould. 

> This show is designed so that it 
can be seen through 118 Elliot's street 
level windows until 9 p.m. every day. 
(Exhibit may continue through Jan. 
2021). 

P One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot 

St. Information: 118elliot.com, 
118elliot.com. 


SATURDAY 





Farmers’ markets 


BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro Winter 
Farmers' Market 

> Operating every Saturday this 
winter. 

> Through Saturday, March 27, 
2021. 

> Brattleboro Winter Farm- 

ers Market, 153 Main St. 
Information: Updates: 
brattleborowinterfarmersmarket. 
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Kids and families 


BRATTLEBORO "Toy Story " Movie 
Matinee 

> 2 .m.on the lower level. Children 
of all ages are welcome. Masks 
required. 

> Free. Popcorn and juice included. 
> Gibson-Aiken Center, 207 Main 

St. Information: 802-254-5808; 
brattleboro.org. 


Sandglass Theater - "St. George 
and the Dragon" (Facebook and 
YouTube) 

> Available for viewing from 12/26: 
11 a.m. - 12/27: 11:59 p.m. 

> (Sandglass website: www.sand- 
glasstheater.org). 

> Online. Information: mail.google. 
com/mail/u/1/#inbox/FMfcgxwKjw 
wJqZhFlVrwnpWSRWTBqZML. 


WIONDAY 
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Community meals 


BRATTLEBORO Everyone Eats! 
Pick up Ready-Made Meals: This 
food relief pilot program leverages 
federal relief funds to engage local 
restaurants in making to-go meals 
for anyone in Brattleboro, Guilford, 
Vernon, Dummerston, Putney whose 
food security is challenged by the 
COVID-19 crisis due to un/under- 
employment, homelessness, other fi- 
nancial challenges. Eight Brattleboro 
restaurants: A Vermont Table, Dosa 
Kitchen, Duo, Hazel, Indian Masala, 
MamaSezz, Porch Too, The Works, 
and Yalla are providing 150 meals 
per day. 

> 4-6p.m. Mon.-Thur. Please do not 
arrive early. Individuals/households 
can pick up meals in the parking lot. 
First-come, first-served. You will re- 
ceive one individually packaged cold 
ready-to-eat or heat & serve dinner 
for each person you request a meal 
for while supplies last. Organizations 
can pick up pre-ordered meals at 
Mama Sezz in West Brattleboro. 

> Through Thursday, December 31. 
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COURTESY PHOTO 


A sampling of Jackie Abrams’s new work, “Precarious Shelters,” which will be on exhibit at Mitchell- 
Giddings Fine Arts in Brattleboro. 


Housing, identity among the 
themes explored in new exhibits 


BRATTLEBORO— 
Mitchell-Giddings Fine Arts, 
183 Main St, will feature two 
concurrent exhibitions — Jackie 
Abrams’ Precarious Shelters: 
Houses that Hold Us and Erika 
Radich’s Deportees: A Tribute— 
starting Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, 
from noon to 7 p.m., with both 
artists present from 5 to 7 p.m. 

These shows will continue 
through Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021. 

For those unable to attend, 
the complete exhibit is avail- 
able for safe viewing online 
at mitchellgiddingsfinearts.com/ 
current-exhibits. 

Deportees: A Tribute features 
a suite of 28 monotype collages 
addressing issues of social jus- 
tice, equality, and human dig- 
nity. As Radich explains, “the 
exhibit may become ‘personal’ 
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> Free. (Base cost of each meal is 
$10 but any donation will be appreci- 
ated). 

> C.F Church Building, 80 Flat 

St. Information: brattleboro.com/ 
everyoneeats, frances@brattleboro. 
com (questions). 
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Northern Harmony - Village Har- 
mony (Online): Northern Harmony 
is the highest level performing group 
under Village Harmony. The concert 
program presents Christmas and 
seasonal music from many countries 
and various vocal styles. 

> Anytime between 12/31 to 1/3/21: 
12 noon. Questions: www.villagehar- 
mony.org, villageharmony@gmail. 
com, 802-426-3210. 

> Through Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
> Pay what you can. 

> Online. Registration required: 
commarts.org/village-harmony/ 
northern-harmony-world- 
harmony-ensemble. 


The written word 


Youth Essay Contest (Senator 
Bernie Sanders 11th annual State 
of the Union essay contest): Sen. 
Sanders created this contest to give 
VT high school students an opportu- 
nity to describe a major issue facing 
our country and propose what they 
would do to solve it. The 250-500 
word essays can be on any issue of 
national importance. Sanders will 
enter the essays of the ten finalists 
into the Congressional Record - the 
official archive of the U.S. Congress. 
P (See 12/24/20 for more informa- 
tion). 


to each person experiencing the 
exhibit.” 

Radich describes a 1948 
plane that crashed in Los Gatos 
Canyon, Calif. while carrying 
28 Mexican farmworkers who 
died as they were being de- 
ported to Mexico. 

The migrant workers were 
buried in a mass grave with 
only a single plaque, which 
read “28 Mexican Citizens Who 
Died In An Airplane Accident 
Near Coalinga California On 
Jan. 28, 1948 R.I.P.,” accord- 
ing to a 2013 story in The New 
York Times. 

“The New York Times re- 
ported the accident as the death 
of 28 nameless ‘deportees,’” 
Radich said. “Fundamental to 
who we are, what our identity 
is, is our name. In this exhibit, 


THURSDAY on:. 








> Through Tuesday, January 12, 
2021. 

> State of the Union Essay Contest. 
Information: sanders.senate.gov/ 
stateoftheunion or call 800-339- 
9834, 


Kids and families 


Annual Brattleboro Music School 
Community Open House (Virtual): 
Edible and audible sweets and 
savories - explore our Open House 
"room" to find musical offerings, 
stories, poems, and recipes shared by 
our faculty, staff, and students (past, 
present and future). Family friendly. 
P (See 12/24), 

> Through Wednesday, January 

6, 2021. 

> Online. Information: bmcvt.org/ 
holiday. 

Celebrations 

and festivals 


PUTNEY Virtual New Year's Eve 
Dinner (Takeout) & A Show (Vir- 
tual): Featuring performances from 
local musicians, puppeteers, poets, 
storytellers, business owners, visual 
artists: The Stockwell Brothers, Sunny 
Lowdown, Bad Galaxy, Tim Merton, 
Jennifer Morsches, Peter "Fish" Case, 
Chard DuNiord, Eric Bass, Margaret 
Shipman, and more. Dinner is also 
available for takeout, cooked in the 
Next Stage kitchen by community 
members, with proceeds donated to 
The Putney Foodshelf. 

> 6-9p.m. Also consider the op- 
portunity to "Nourish Your Neighbor" 
as a donation option to the Putney 
Foodshelf. 

> Free (without dinner). Dinner: $30 
whole meal, $20 for soup, salad, and 
dessert. 

> Next Stage Arts Project, 15 
Kimball Hill. Information: Register: 
flipcause.com/secure/cause_ 
pdetails/MTAZNDkw or flipcause. 
com/secure/cause_pdetails/ 
MTAZNDkw. 






we remember who they were, 
and in the process, who we 
alee 

Abrams’s Precarious Shelters: 
Houses that Hold Us is a con- 
tinually growing project de- 
signed to help raise awareness 
of the extreme range of homes 
and shelters throughout the 
world, as well as in our own 
communities. 

She said that it speaks to 
the connections between race, 
class, gender, poverty, and 
other issues, and asks that we 
recognize the need for mutual 
learning, support, and social 
change. 

“My goal is to create a visual 
representation of several com- 
munities, crafted with a variety 
of materials and techniques into 
three-dimensional self-standing 


SUNDAY 


Community building 


Voices of Real Organic (Virtual): 
Every Sunday in January, you can 
get tickets for a virtual series of 
talks/panels with over 50 prominent 
organic farmers, scientists, climate 
activists. 

> Through Sunday, January 31, 
2021. 

> Online. Information: 
realorganicsymposium.org. 


WIONDAY 


Instruction 


BRATTLEBORO Winter Classes (In 
Person and Virtual) at New England 
Center for Circus Arts (NECCA): 
Bounce off our walls with youth/ 
adult trampoline classes! Balance 
on your hands or climb into the air - 
classes for all ages, levels, interests 
(Intro to Aerials, Youth Performance 
Troupe, Aerial Fitness). Online: Sign 
up for Core & Flex, Juggling, Early 
Bird Fitness, Hand Balancing, Youth 
Fitness, Stretching & Conditioning 
with a Foam Roller, more. We'll help 
you stay warm and active this winter 
- from home! 

> Review our COVID protocols. 

> Through Sunday, March 21, 2021. 
> New England Center for 

Circus Arts (Trapezium), 10 Town 
Crier Dr. Information: 802-254-9780; 
necenterforcircusarts.org. 


Join us for Christmas Day Dinner 
4 courses dine-in, $60 for adults, $25 for kids. 


socially distanced tables. Make reservations now. 3pm to 6pm. 


Limited take-out menu also available. 


802.365.7713 | fourcolumnsvt.com 


structures, that elicits an emo- 
tional response and helps raise 
awareness of precarious houses 
that exist everywhere,” Abrams 
said. “I hope people who visit 
these houses will reflect upon 
what they represent and be 
moved to act in support of oth- 
ers in ways that are just and 
honorable.” 


A portion of proceeds from 


Abrams’s sales will be donated 
to local organizations that ad- 
dress housing: Groundworks 
Collaborative, Brattleboro 
Area Affordable Housing, and 
Windham & Windsor Housing 
Trust. 


For more informa- 


tion about the exhibits, visit 
mitchellgiddingsfinearts.com or 
call 802-251-8290. 






TUESDAY 





Kids and families 


BRATTLEBORO New England Youth 
Theatre (Virtual and In-Person 


Programming): BYV Wacky Weeks 
(ages 6-9);Town Schools Theatre 
Radio Podcast (4th, 5th, 6th grades); 


JR. Company Project: The Great Gal- 


axy Showdown (ages 9-12); Honey, 

| Shrunk The Show (ages 9-19); 
Soundscapes (ages 12-17); Fearless 
Online Playwrights (ages 12-19); 
SR. Company Project (ages 13-19); 
Directing Workshop (ages 13-19); 
Musical Theatre Dance (ages 14-19): 
On-Camera Acting (ages 14-19). 

> Starting 1/5/2021. 

> Financial aid available: https:// 


secure.|glforms.com/form_engine/s/ 
pGdZFSu1l3UXScO3iw3SNw. 


> New England Youth Theatre, 100 


Flat St. Information: 802-246-6398; 


neyt.org. 


To submit ‘your 
event: calendar@ 
commonsnews.org 


Deadline: 
5 p.m. Friday 


e 
Visit 
commonsnews.org 


for more listings 
with more details 
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Amid economic devastation, 
businesses respond to COVID 


| COVID-19 concerns loom 
| as first case hits southern Vt. 





Cash-strapped Retreat 
pursues shutdown after 
rebuke by state agency 
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The Commons could not have made 
it through 2020 without you. Our 
community has come through for all of us. 











Vi ] I want to support fearless, independent 
Cs! journalism with support of The 


Commons and Vermont Independent Media. 


HEN WE LOST half our advertising overnight in March, we knew we were 
staring at a deep crisis. The Commons could easily have been a casualty 
of the economic upheaval of COVID-19. Logically, the odds were 
stacked against us. 

But with thinner issues, an even-more-bare-bones operation, frugal and 
thoughtful board leadership, and a relentless cadre of staff, volunteers, and 
students, and a million other kindnesses, The Commons is alive and moving into 
the new year — still a bit bruised, but stable and solvent. 

We could not do so without our friends — the countless donors and our 
remaining advertisers — who stepped up to help in this extraordinary crisis. 

And that illustrates why we are proudly a nonprofit news operation. We 
need journalists more than ever in these difficult times, to write about the very 
conditions that discourage business activity. Advertising support is terrific and 
essential, but community support is our backbone. 

And you, the community, have come through for us so we can continue to 
come through for you. All despite the pandemic. 

By 2020 standards, that’s amazing. All we can say is thank you. 

And because of this support, we can ring in our 15th anniversary in 2021. See 
you next year. 





[CJ Enclosed is my gift for 
CL] $1,000 LI $500 CJ $250 CL) $100 LJ Other($_i*?/ 


LI I would like to enroll in Vermont Independent Media’s Sustaining 
Giving Program! Please make a monthly gift on my credit card of 
$ for months 


L] Please list my gift as anonymous 


MY NAME 


ADDRESS = 


TOWN/CITY STATE___ ZIP 


PHONE. ——S—SSSSC(‘(sSCéiE MAST 


Gift method: [J Check. (J Credit card 


NUMBER 


3-DIGIT CODE EXP. MM/YY CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE 


vermont P.O. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302 


neepencent Please make checks payable to Vermont Independent Media. 
meala 


vim 





VIM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Your donation is tax deductible. 


—Your friends at ‘The Commons and Vermont Independent Media 
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AMIDONMIUSIC. COM 


Paul and Mary Alice Amidon will join with other musical families to perform their annual Last Night concert, 


this year streamed live. 


THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT 


You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County's best advertis- 
ing value. To promote 

your business in the 
nee issue of The Com- 
mons, call us at (802) 
246-6397 or e-mail 
ads@commonsnews. 
org. 


Next Stage hosts virtual 
New Year’s Eve celebration 


PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts 
Project invites the community 
to a free, virtual New Year’s Eve 
celebration on Thursday, Dec. 
31, from 6 to 9 p.m., featuring 
performances from a variety of 
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ASK ABOUT SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS 
FIRST-TIME PATIENTS WELCOME 
ON-SITE LAB, X-RAY, AND PHARMACY 
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 7AM — 5PM 


GGrace Cottage 


FAMILY HEALTH 
& HOSPITAL 


185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT - gracecottage.org - 802-365-4331 


local musicians, puppeteers, po- 
ets, storytellers, business owners, 
and visual artists. 

A lineup of local perform- 
ers will provide entertainment 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Guests will 


NOW 
PLAYING 


at the 


MOVIES 


PAU ak 
ne 


latchis.com | 802.246.1500 


DEC. 25 - DEC. 31 


WONDER een 
(1984) 
2:40 PM SAT-THU MATINEES 
6:40 PM NIGHTLY 


PINOCCHIO 
2:50 PM SAT-THU MATINEES 
6:50 PM NIGHTLY 


NEWS OF THE 
WORLD 3 
3 PM SAT-THU MATINEES. 
7 PM NIGHTLY 


Looking fo ring in the new year camer 
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PETER HAVENS 


We will be offering a festive 5 course menu with the option 
to add oysters on the half shell, champagne and cocktails! 


New Years Eve Take-Out Menu — Five Courses — 


(Jax and Gratuity not included) 


ADD TO THE PARTY! 
Add Oysters on the Half Shell 


First Course: Lobster Bisque 
Second Course: Garden Salad — Mixed 
Greens, Roasted Winter Vegetables & Champagne 


Vinaigrette 


Third Course Choice of: Country Style 
Pate — Whole Grain Mustard, Red Onion Jam, 


Cornichons e& Crostini. 


6 Oysters -18- 


80 per person 


12 Oysters -36- 


Add a Bottle of Sparkles: 


Rose -30- 


Albert Bichot Cremant de Bourgogne 
(or) Albert Bichot Cremant de Bourgogne 


be connected with other diners 
and performers via zoom for an 
interactive and intimate holiday 
celebration. 

Local performers include 
The Stockwell Brothers, Sunny 
Lowdown, Bad Galaxy, Tim 
Merton, Jennifer Morsches, 
Peter “Fish” Case, Chard 
DeNiord, Eric Bass, and 
Margaret Shipman. Other guest 
entertainers are being added to 
the list daily. 

The arts nonprofit is also pro- 
ducing a dinner, reservations 
for which have already closed. 
Proceeds will benefit the Putney 
Foodshelf. 

The virtual party is free to any 
community member who wishes 
to attend. 


For streaming links or to make a 
donation to benefit the Foodshelf, 
register at nextstagearts.org. 


BRATTLEBORO—The Last 
Night Committee will present a 
fun-filled and substance-free day 
of celebration for all ages on New 
Year’s Eve, Thursday, Dec. 31. 

Organizers say that this year’s 
theme is “Vermont Households 
Only.” 

“Please recreate as a family 
(same household) to keep our 
community safe,” they said in a 
news release. 

“With the ongoing coronavi- 
rus pandemic, we have scaled 
back our activities and postponed 
a number of our usual events for 
this year out of an abundance 
of caution. COVID-19 proto- 
cols, such as masks and social 
distancing, will be required at 
all events.” 

This year, the day kicks off 
with free snowshoeing and cross- 
country skiing at the Brattleboro 
Outing Club from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Bring your own equipment 
and enjoy the trails on your own, 
or with your own household 
members. 

Vermont households may 
skate at Living Memorial Park 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., by private 
rental only. Fifty minutes of ice 


skating is available for $50 per 
household. To reserve your spot. 
Visit tinyurl.com/skatinglastnight. 

Bring your skis and snow- 
boards to Living Memorial 
Park from 5 to 9 p.m. to enjoy 
the fresh snow and cool winter 
air under the lights for $5 per 
person. 

The traditional concert — 
online this year — includes the 
Amidon, Bode, Murphy, and 
Tracy families, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Visit amidonmusic.com to enjoy 
this annual performance! 

After the concert, households 
can watch the fireworks display 
at 9:30 p.m. over the Retreat 
Meadows this year. 

“There should be no congre- 
gating at any private or public 
location,” Last Night organiz- 
ers underscored. “If you are in 
a vehicle, you should only be 
with people who live in your 
household.” 

For questions and more in- 
formation, call the Brattleboro 
Recreation & Parks Department 
at 802-254-5808, visit brattleboro. 
org, or check out the Last Night 
Brattleboro Facebook page (bit. 
ly/593-lastnight) for event details. 


Sign-ups begin for 
winter session of circus 
classes at NECCA 


BRATTLEBORO—The New 
England Center for Circus Arts 
(NECCA), an internationally 
recognized circus school, is offer- 
ing in-person and online classes 
in a winter session starting Jan. 
4, 2021. 

NECCA suspended its recre- 
ational and professional trainings 
in the spring when COVID-19 
first hit, but after implementing 
strict distancing and cleaning 
policies, including mask-wear- 
ing at all times, the school has 
been successfully running classes 
throughout the fall. 

Classes include online options 
for at home fitness and acrobatic 
training as well as in-person 
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Counseling and 
Resource Services 


Your employees are going through a lot... 
offer them a resource. 


Free, confidential, customized support to help 
employees with any kind of challenge (work, life, 
family, Covid, and more). 


Counseling and resource support by our team. 
Flexible and easy appointments. Plans available for 
employers of any size (5 to 500). An employee benefit 
you can afford with a high return on investment. 


Contact us to learn more. 
802-254-5875 OR help@adaptivahr.com 
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STU aE dats 
Ingredients! 


Bring your own 
container and fill 
up on flour, grains 

and more. 


Chocolate 


a 


Gifts, 
Cards, 
and 


classes. 

For attendees videoconfer- 
encing from around the world, 
classes include stretching and 
strengthening classes for begin- 
ners who want to learn from pro- 
fessional athlete circus coaches, 
classes for aspiring professionals, 
and classes for parent and tots. 

In-person options at the 
Trapezium in Brattleboro in- 
clude youth classes in aerials, 
trampoline, and acrobatics as 
well as adult classes in many spe- 
cialties, including trapeze, hand- 
stands, stretching, and fitness. 
Options are available for all levels 
of skills and age, including begin- 
ners, who are always welcome. 

The Trapezium, built in 2017, 
has large open spaces for distanc- 
ing during classes. 

NECCA says it added MERV- 
13-rated filters to the HVAC sys- 
tem, a new outdoor porch for 
water breaks, as well as thorough 
cleaning procedures to ensure ev- 
eryone’s safety. 


Visit the school’s website, 
necenterforcircusarts.org, for sched- 
ule and registration. For more infor- 
mation, call 802-254-9780. 


House-Made 
Deli Offerings for 
Your Holiday Party! 


The Meat Department has 
Roasts, Hams, Ducks, and Turkeys! 
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~\ BRATTLEBORO FOODCO-OP 


Open every day 9am-8pm « 2 Main Street, Brattleboro 


BrattleboroFoodCoop.coop ° 802-257-0236 | | 


Hearing is Health Care. 


Hearing loss may seem manageable, 


but studies have shown 
long term consequences to 
mental and physical health. 


Don't wait - 
see a Doctor of Audiology. 


(or) Crab Cakes - Mixed Greens e Garlic Aioli. 


Entree Choice of: Saffron Butter Poached 
Lobster — Mushroom Risotto, Asparagus & Beurre HerOScELO I) 
Blanc. Bee's Knees — Gin, Honey, Lavender & Lemon 


(or) Prime Rib - Truffle Mashed Potatoes, Green ev. 
Beans e& Bearnaise. El Borracho — Tequila, mango, pomegranate, 


Dessert Choice of: Chocolate Bombe - ee ee ee 
Chocolate Mousse, Flourless Chocolate Cake OSCOW ENE 7 LOUNGE USOC EIe 


e Chocolate Ganache. 4 | | | 
(or) Vanilla Bean Créme Briileé. Ginger Smack — Rye Whiskey, Ginger Liqueur, 
ae ea Lemon & Ginger Syrup -10- 


Add Cocktails: 
French 77 — Gin, Fresh Lemon, St. Germain e& 


a, Nt: ey 731) Joys St ORY | TS 


Casey Milkey AuD, Alexandra Tully AuD « Sarah Moore AuD, Kimberly Messer LHAD 


BrattleboroHearing.com 


130 Austine Dr, Suite 210, Brattleboro, VT « 802-254-3922 « Open M-F 9am-12pm; 1pm-4pm 
217G Old Homestead Hwy, Swanzey, NH « 603-354-3325 « Open M-Th 9am-12pm; 1pm-4pm 


Call us or email us fo sign up today! 
602-257-5555 | Peterhavens!@gmail.com 
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OPEN LETTER 


Our best, 
imperfect, 


option 


Using Austrahan balloting in 
place of in-person Annual Town 
Meeting diminishes the power 

of our direct democracy. But the 
current, grim conditions of the 
global pandemic make 1t preferable 
to creating a superspreader event. 


Newfane 
O MEMBERS OF the 
Newfane Selectboard: 
At the Dec. 7 meet- 
ing, I outlined three 
options for holding Town 
Meeting safely on March 2, 
2021.4 

1. We can hold the bud- 
get and policy portion of our 
Annual Town Meeting from 
the floor as usual. However, ac- 
cording to the Vermont League 
of Cities and Towns, we would 
have to comply with mandatory 
health and safety requirements 
from the CDC, the Vermont 
Department of Health, the 
Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development, and 
the Secretary of State’s office. 

In addition to the manda- 
tory wearing of masks, current 
public safety guidelines allow 
only 1 person per 100 square 
feet and a maximum of 75 peo- 
ple indoors. Even with our de- 
clining attendance at Town 
Meeting in recent years, we 
have had more than 75 people 
attend. 

2. Convening remotely is 
a possibility. To do so, we 
would have to request permis- 
sion from the state Legislature. 
Even if it were granted, we 
do not have the technical in- 
frastructure in place to vote 
electronically. 

While Brattleboro held their 
2020 Annual Representative 
Town Meeting remotely with 
great success, that success was 
due to a team effort that in- 
cluded weeks of planning and 
the help of BCTV. 

Newfane most likely has 
tech-savvy residents to pull off 
the technical aspects of run- 
ning a remote Town Meeting, 
but we would be creating a 
barrier to participation for the 


DEBORAH LEE 
LUSKIN is Newfane’s 
town moderator. This piece 
1s lightly adapted from a 
letter sent to the Newfane 
Selectboard explaining her 
opinions, as the person in 
charge of orchestrating the 
meeting, on the town’s op- 
tions for its annual tradition 
of representative democracy. 


third of Newfane households 
that have no or inadequate in- 
ternet service. 

When the Selectboard re- 
cently voted to have Newfane 
join the Deerfield Valley 
Communications Union 
District, the town came a step 
closer to having universal con- 
nectivity. Perhaps then we will 
be able to hold Town Meeting 
remotely. 

3. The third option is to 
adopt the Australian ballot 
to vote on all the warned ar- 
ticles on March 2, 2021. The 
Legislature has passed Act 
162, which temporarily allows 
a town to apply the Australian 
ballot system for Town 
Meetings in 2021. 

The decision to adopt the 
Australian ballot lies with the 
Selectboard, by a majority of 
its total membership at a duly 
warned meeting. 

Australian balloting would 
be only for 2021; Town 
Meetings and Special Town 
Meetings would revert to floor 
meetings in 2022. 


WHEN YOU ASKED for my 
opinion at the Dec. 7 board 
meeting, I hesitated. But the 
rate of community spread of 
COVID-19 continues to in- 
crease, even in Vermont, and 
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“Gift,” a piece by Charlene Wakefield made from broken china tiles, is also the visual on her 


holiday card. 


T sit with the pile of cards next to me and pick them 
up, one by one. I hold the card in my hands, read 
the name and think about that person, my friend.’ 


Westminster West 


LOVE SENDING holiday 

cards, even though a lot 

of the task is rote — a 

bit like assembly-line 
work. I could do that rote part 
more efficiently if I’d just get 
organized. 

My problem is that I have 
multiple lists. I have my ad- 
dress book — that one is al- 
phabetical. I print from the 
computer a list of everyone I’d 
like to send a card to, many 


CHARLENE WAKEFIELD, president of Write Action, 
1s an artist and writer whose work has been published in The 
Best of Write Action, The Cracker Barrel, Chrysalis Reader, 
and also 1n these pages. 





So that makes three lists: 
address book, last year’s 
printed list, and this year’s 
printed list. They all add steps 
to the assembly line. 

I start with the address 
book. I write, one by one, in 


of whom I haven’t bothered 
to put in my address book 
because I already know their 
address, or because it has 
changed and I’ve only noted 
it on my printed-out list from 
last year. 


alphabetical order, each per- 
son’s name and address on a 
card. I do so over time. I think 
of each person as I write name 
after name on the cards. 

The next step is the current 


printed list. Since that one is 
not alphabetical but organized 
by either location or relation- 


ship or association, I have to 
compare it to the ones I’ve al- 


ready done. 


Card by card, I check off 
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Tree McFarland and 
Christmas, the rooster. 



















‘Those people gave me strength 
and hope when I had none’ 


For one Vermonter, hungry and injured in Hawauy, 
kindness and love comes from two strangers 1n the 
form of a home-cooked Christmas dinner 


Brattleboro 
AST YEAR, I was in 
Hawaii for Christmas. 
I couldn’t find any 
lace to pitch my tent. 
I had a bad infection in my 
leg that lasted over a month, 
and my leg was double its nor- 
mal size. I couldn’t work. It 
was the end of the month and 
I spent what food money I had 
left on antibiotics. 
I moved from beach to 
beach as often as I could so 
I wouldn’t get spotted and 
kicked out. I slept in lava caves. 
Or I'd search for fallen coconut 
leaves at night to build up as 
camouflage around fallen trees. 


TREE MCFARLAND describes herself as an art- 

ist and a survivor. “This Christmas, thanks to Groundworks 
Collaborative, I have my own place back here in Brattleboro,” 
she writes. 





most heartfelt home-cooked 
Christmas dinner for anybody 
who wanted it. They were an 
older couple who used the 
money out of their own pock- 
ets and lived off retirement. 
They’d been doing it for years. 

What a spread! I could taste 
the love put into that food in 
every bite. I was so grateful. I 
broke down crying like a baby! 
I hadn’t eaten in three days. 


I rescued a little rooster with 
a bad leg, as well. I called him 
“Christmas.” He’d snuggle 
up to my neck when we slept. 
I was starving! I made a deal 
with the rooster that whoever 
died first could eat the other, if 
need be. 


ON CHRISTMAS Day, at 
one of the parks, a lady and 
her husband had made the 


This well loved home is ready for a new family to love and cherish all it has to offer. Sit 
on your full length deck and admire the field and Green River just across the road as you 


listen to the water, birds and nature at this quiet country location. Featuring 3 bedrooms 
including the upper level, you'll have plenty of sleeping space for your extended family 
or guests or perhaps transition that floor to a master suite with a lovely water view. There 
have been many updates and upgrades over the years and the location is great being 


close to the MA border or 20 minutes to Brattleboro. There’s a lot of positives and this is 
a definite must see home! 


Exclusive: $189,000 


The woman gave me a big 
hug and said, “You just made it 
all worth it!” 

I'll always treasure that mo- 
ment. Those people gave me 
strength and hope when I had 
none. 

After a few days, the rooster 
got better and went back on his 
merry way. 

And this Christmas, thanks 
to Groundworks Collaborative, 
I have my own place back here 
in Brattleboro. 

Please be kind. You never 
truly know what someone is 
going through unless you open 
your heart. 


BELLVILLE 
REALTY 


BellvilleRealty.com 


AJ Bellville 
802-257-7979 X1 
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT 
www.bellvillerealty.com 
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We are finally 
vaccinating 
ourselves against 
a horrible threat 
to health and 
well-being 

L am proud to have been 

among the first 10 
Brattleboro area health care 
workers and first respond- 
ers to receive the COVID-19 
vaccination administered at 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
on Dec. 16. 

I’m so happy to report that it 
was less painful than the jab of 
a flu shot, and oh, what a relief 
this jab was. 

We’re finally on our way 
to vaccinating one another 
against this horrible threat to 
our health and our communi- 
ty’s well-being. This has been a 
devastating time for our coun- 
try, yet we’re only just turning 
the corner to imagining recov- 
ery from our ongoing social 
and economic nightmare. 

Two days after vaccination, 
I feel fine — not even a sore 
arm. The process was simple: a 
scheduled appointment, regis- 
tration, then an easy and quick 
vaccination, with a 15-minute 
monitoring afterward. 

While there, in an easy 30 
seconds on my smart phone, I 
signed up for the CDC’s V-safe 
vaccination-safety-reporting 
app, as can anyone; it'll send 
any participant a daily inquiry 
about health consequences or 
vaccine reaction for the first 
week, then regularly thereafter. 

In that way, we can all pro- 
vide the CDC with ongoing 
and reliable safety information 
about this vaccine, so as to pro- 
vide real feedback, in contrast 
to the confusing fog of social 
media reports. 

I hope that all health care 
workers proceed with this vac- 
cination, then tackle the task 
of providing the vaccine to all 
citizens, starting with those age 
65 and older and those with 
chronic health conditions. 

I am so grateful for the ef- 
forts of those here at BMH 
who worked very hard to pull 
this together, especially those 
supporting the vaccine registra- 
tion and staffing the clinic. I’m 
impressed with efforts of those 
around the U.S. and the world 
who tackled this never-before- 
in-our-lifetime medical, scien- 
tific, and logistical challenge. 

I grieve for this country hav- 
ing witnessed the death of 
more than 300,000 residents 
from COVID-19 in the past 
nine months — that’s more 
than all the U.S. soldiers killed 


in the four years of World War 
II, and now more daily U.S. 
deaths (3,000-plus) than the 
2,500 U.S. soldiers who died 
on D-Day, or the 2,977 deaths 
on Sept. 11, 2001. 

It’s remarkable to think of all 
of the scientific developments 
over just the last few years and 
months to make this vaccine 
safe and available. 

As a result of decoding the 
genetics of the virus, the mes- 
senger RNA used in the vac- 
cine was discovered, as was 
the molecular structure of this 
brilliantly manufactured vac- 
cine and its little lipid enve- 
lope around each fragment of 
mRNA. The colder-than-arctic 
shipping mechanism arrived 
here from Michigan within 24 
hours. 

I believe we would not have 
been able to rescue ourselves 
from this COVID-19 virus 15 
years ago. 

In short, please get vacci- 
nated against COVID-19; it’s 
easy and safe. Do it for your- 
self, for your family and your 
friends, for your community, 
for health-care workers every- 
where. Do it for our shared fu- 
ture. It is both remarkably safe 
and tremendously effective. 

John Todd 
Putney 


The writer is an advanced prac- 
tice registered nurse and fam- 

ily nurse practitioner at Putney 
Family Healthcare. As a post- 
script, he writes, “Even after vac- 
cination, we all must continue to 
wear masks and socially distance 
until we can turn the tide.” 


‘Trump is a 
dangerous, 
destructive 
madman who 
can’t see or act 
beyond his own 
narcissism 


E: “Sincere Republicans 

won't find common 
ground with politicians who 
support our downfall” [Letters, 
Dec. 9]: 

Many wise and resonant 
words have been written in The 
Commons regarding the cur- 
rent state of politics. In my 
view, Mr. Cloutier’s letter is 
not included in that category 
and epitomizes the toxic soup 
that dominates the Republican 
Party of the early 21st century. 
The ingredients are explosive, 
and it’s a recipe for disaster. 

For those who claim to sup- 
port Donald Trump’s policies 
without supporting the man, I 
ask once again: Isn’t condoning 


ye are the tugboats of preventive health. 


—WILLIAM FOEGE 


Spacious assisted living apartments available! 
Opportunity to join our 
award-winning community! 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS with private bath, 
choice of full kitchen/kitchenette, emergency call system, 
options for in-house meals, laundry, cleaning, and 
personal care services; hospital nearby. 


We have options for supportive and assisted living. 


To inquire and for an application, 
call 802-365-4115 x104 


Equal Housing Opportunity 


Valley Cares is a 2013 National Excellence in Action 
Award Winner! 


Steve says: 
“Ransomware 





& spyware are <{_ 


a growing Cy 
nuisance that 

can lead to 
big problems. 
Be sure you're 

protected.” 


Serving the Brattleboro area since the tun of the century 
(802) 387-0058 
WAV FEARLESSCOMPUTINGVT.COM 


Discounts available to seniors and anyone who needs a break 
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the man, or looking the other 
way when he constantly ex- 
hibits his utterly immoral be- 
havior, the moral equivalent of 
supporting him and all that he 
represents? 

Mr. Cloutier brings to mind 
the common Republican trope 
of reverence for Trump, like 
he’s some god who will bring 
the United States of America 
back to her glory days (1.e., 
1950s-style racism and misog- 
yny, among other aggressions 
and wrongs). 

In truth, Trump is a dan- 
gerous, destructive madman 
who can’t see or act beyond 
his own narcissism. The sheer 
party-above-all and delusional 
vision of Trump’s supporters 
lead me to conclude that the 
United States is suffering from 
a widespread lead contamina- 
tion from sea to shining sea 
and in every other waterway 
in-between. 

At the age of 32, Heather 
Heyer was slain by a self-pro- 
fessed neo-Nazi at the August 
2017 white supremacist rally in 
Charlottesville, Va. I wonder if 
any Trumper would have the 
guts to ask Heather’s mother 
what she thinks of Trump and 
his minions. 

I seriously doubt if she 
would include them in the 
group of “very good people.” 


Would you? 
Susan Odegard 
Westminster West 
To gauge danger 


of COVID-19, look 
at the numbers. 
It?s serious. 


OVID-19 — just how bad 
is it? 

“Really bad” — that tells 
me nothing. I need a num- 
ber. And, I need to understand 
what the number(s) mean. 

Let’s look at prevalence (the 
percentage of the population 
that is contagious) and growth 
(the ratio of new cases to ac- 
tive cases). 

So how bad is it? Well, I'll 
tell you. 

As of Dec. 12, in Windham 
County, based on the pattern 
of disease recoveries, there are 
estimated to be 96 residents 
with active COVID-19 cases. 
That means that at least 1 in 
every 439 Windham County 
residents has the disease today 
and is contagious. 

More likely, it’s 1 in 157 
people, based on statistics that 
predict that the actual number 


Cards 


the friend on the printed list. 
That’s tedious and the part I 
could improve immensely by 
just alphabetizing it. If only I 
would. 

Next, I look through that 
printed list for people with- 
out a checkmark and add those 
names to cards, often having to 
refer to last year’s printed list 
for corrected or new addresses. 

At that point I have a pile 
of cards with names and 
addresses. 





THEN IT’S sticker time. I pull 
out my sheets of return ad- 
dress labels from charities I’ve 
donated to. (I tend to choose 
charities by whether they send 
return address labels with their 
requests.) 

One by one, I go through the 
pile of cards, sticking the return 
addresses onto them. I try to 
pick ones that match the peo- 
ple when I can — people with 
pets get Humane Society; peo- 
ple who like the ocean get the 
ones with the seashore motif (I 
can’t remember which charity 
those are from). 

Some folks get Amnesty 
International; some get 
Doctors Without Borders. The 
Salvation Army sent nice can- 
dles and holly this year. Dana 
Farber has children’s drawings, 


infected is 2.8 times the re- 
ported cases. 

On Nov. 12, 1 in 2,445 
Windham County residents 
had an active case. On Oct. 13, 
1 in 7,567 had an active case. 
That means 17 times more 
cases are now circulating in the 
population than they were two 
months ago. 

For comparison sake, in 
Franklin County, Mass., 1 in 
246 are estimated to be in- 
fected. In Cheshire County, 
N.H., 1 in 212 are actively 
infected. 

The daily growth rate in 
Windham County over the past 
week has been 6.6 percent, 
lower than the average disease 
recovery rate of 7.2 percent, 
meaning that if we keep up our 
mask-wearing and social dis- 
tancing, the disease will slowly 
dissipate. 

It’s serious. We were lucky 
that the virus has not reached 
our area as it has elsewhere. 
That time has passed. 

We are now in a prevent- 
able danger situation. We have 
to step up, keeping the disci- 
pline of masks, distancing, and 
reducing contact. Our govern- 
ment (local, state, and federal) 
has to facilitate and mandate 
the behaviors that reduce the 
spread. 

We should not be opening 
right now. Because of the high 
number of contacts, places like 
schools, churches, non-essen- 
tial stores, and courts should 
not be open. 

The restrictions and sub- 
sequent reopening should be 
numbers-driven — responsive, 
not political. Our town govern- 
ments, our governors and legis- 
latures, and our president and 
Congress should have both the 
information and the backbone 
to do what is needed to restore 
the ability of citizens to partici- 
pate in public activities without 
health risk. 

Transitions of restrictions 
should be simple and clear, 
prepared for in advance. We all 
should know that the numbers 
can dictate either relaxation or 
increased restrictions. 

For store owners and others 
working face-to-face, here’s the 
dilemma: the disease does not 
disappear by half-measures. 
There is no possible reopen- 
ing if the disease numbers are 
increasing. 

That is gambling — and the 
house wins. 

Richard Witty 
Greenfield, Mass. 


which are great for families. 
The Jimmy Fund has flowers 
— who doesn’t like flowers? If 
nothing quite fits, I use generic 
ones. 

Picking the labels adds a 
special spark of interest to the 
process and once more lets me 
spend a little time with each of 
my friends, reminding me who 
they are and what they care 
about. 


THEN COMES the best part. I 
sit with the pile of cards next 
to me and pick them up, one 
by one. I hold the card in my 
hands, read the name and think 
about that person, my friend. 

I picture them as I’ve known 


The writer maintains 
dailycoronavirusreport.com, a blog 
that reports on COVID-19 sta- 
tus and acnvity daily by country 
and state, and every three days by 
county. 


We’re so lucky 
to have the West 
River Trail 


en I moved to 
Brattleboro almost six 
years ago, I discovered the 
West River Trail’s lower sec- 
tion, one of the delights that 
awaited me. It’s flat, wide, and 
mostly shaded, with places 
along the way where my dog 
can get into water (or a muddy 
puddle) to cool off. 

During this year of 
COVID-19, use of the West 
River Trail has increased about 
70 percent from 2019. People 
are staying closer to home and 
getting outdoors more to main- 
tain some level of sanity. We’re 
so lucky to have this resource 
right here! 

Huge thanks to the Friends 
of the West River Trail, a non- 
profit 501(c)(3) organization 
that is 100-percent volunteer 
run, for all the work done to 
maintain this section of the 36- 
mile trail. 

There’s regular trail mainte- 
nance, removal of invasive spe- 
cles, new signage and benches, 
and an eye to the future in 
terms of purchasing additional 
land and creating a larger net- 
work of trails for all to enjoy. 

If you’re one of the many 
who have walked, run, bicy- 
cled, skied, or whatever along 
this trail, please consider a fi- 
nancial contribution to keep it 
well cared for. 

Go to westrivertrail.org for 
more information about the 
trail, and to donate! 

Jenny Chapin 

Brattleboro 






Thanks for 
support during 
illness 


i n these troubling times, 

we often forget to stop and 
thank, really thank, those who 
help make each day the best it 
can be. 

I have been the recipient of 
this gesture and would not be 
sitting here typing were it not 
for my family and community, 
which has provided unend- 
ing support to me during my 
illness. 

In particular, I would like to 


them over the years; I think 

of their passions and interests 
and activities; I picture them 

in the place they live; I remem- 
ber things we’ve done together, 
times we’ve had together, the 
meaning of our friendship. 

And then I write them a 
note. 

Sometimes the note is some- 
thing I want to say to them but 
haven’t had the chance lately. 
Sometimes it relates to some- 
thing we’ve shared or some- 
thing going on in their lives. 

Sometimes the note is just a 
simple greeting — but a greet- 
ing I hope they know 1s written 
with only them in mind when I 
write it. As I put the words on 


B@ Australian ballot 


is expected to get worse due 

to the winter holidays. Not 
even widespread immunization 
slated to start soon will give us 
enough widespread community 
protection by March. 

Given these factors, I am 
now of the opinion that adopt- 
ing the Australian ballot system 
for town-wide votes in 2021 is 
our best, imperfect, option. 

The decision whether or not 
to move to Australian ballot 


WANTED TREES FOR LOGGING 


Ash trees a specialty cut before 
Emerald Ash Borer gets them 


Paying 300MBEF for Ash 
Also cut other woods. 
Firewood No Pulp 


SAM GARFIELD 802-565-4692 





LORI FRANDINO 
ANTIQUE & VINTAGE ORIENTAL RUGS 
Good selection of older rugs, many with slight to 
moderate wear and very affordable. 


P.O. Box 218 
Walpole, NH 03608 


603-756-3982 


frandino@comcast.net 





for 2021 must be made before 
the Selectboard approves the 
warning for Town Meeting, 
not less than 30 days before 
Town Meeting Day. VLCT 
urges towns to make this deci- 
sion soon. 

Using Australian ballot- 
ing requires an informational 
hearing be held within the 10 
days immediately preceding 
the Town Meeting at which 
the Australian ballot is used. 
The purpose of this hearing 
is to afford voters the chance 
to discuss the articles on the 
warning. It is a chance for de- 
bate, but precludes amending 
any of the articles. 

The informational hear- 
ing must be warned at least 10 
days in advance of the hearing. 
Unlike Town Meeting, the in- 
formation hearing is a public 
hearing, subject to Vermont’s 
Open Meeting Law as modified 
by the temporary COVID-19 
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timetrade 


Brattleboro Time Trade exchanges 
Time Credits, a community 
currency that anyone can earn by 
using their time, resources, skills 
or energy to help others. 


802-246-1199 
www.brattleborotimetrade.org 
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give a huge shout out to Putney 
Mutual Aid and the members 
of the Putney Community for 
all they have done for me dur- 
ing my recovery. 

I received an incredibly gen- 
erous delivery of Thanksgiving 
makings provided by Putney 
Mutual Aid, the Putney 
Foodshelf, and the Putney 
Co-op. 

My family and I are humbled 
by this act of selflessness and in 
gratitude to all. In health, 

Abby Jacobson 
Putney 


Also signing this letter: Drew 
Facobson-Mohr and Lee 
Facobson-Mohr. 


Thanks for piece 
on Dalem’s 


E: “‘T understood why 
she felt the way she did, 
and I knew no one would ever 
change her’” [Essay, Nov. 18]: 
Many thanks to Ian 
Diamondstone and The 
Commons for the fine article 
on Mrs. Dalem and Dalem’s 
Chalet. Very well done! 
Charles Fish 
Dummerston 


Blood drive 
in Marlboro 
a success 


n Dec. 1, the Marlboro 
Alliance, the Marlboro 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
and Degrees of Freedom 
hosted a blood drive on the for- 
mer Marlboro College campus. 

Our goal was to collect 26 
pints of blood, and we were 
able to collect 27 pints! By the 
end of the day, we had 32 do- 
nors present and performed 21 
whole blood procedures and 3 
power red cell procedures. 

Of the 24 donors who were 
able to donate, 16 donated to 
the Red Cross for the first time, 
which is truly incredible! 

Special thanks to the 
Boardman family, who brought 
in a box of delicious home- 
made cookies which were 
greatly enjoyed by the Red 
Cross staff and other donors. 

Thanks to all who were able 
to participate! Stay posted for 
another drive in February or 
March. 





Francie Marbury 
Marlboro 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


the card, the image of that per- 
son and my relationship with 
them is front and foremost in 
my mind. 

I love this chance to visit re- 
motely with the people I care 
about. It’s a three-fold visit: 
the first with a nod, the second 
with a smile, and the third with 
a personal connection. 

Well — actually, it’s a four- 
fold visit. 

When I’m done, I pull out 
my roll of stamps and ready 
them all to go into the mail. 

“See you later,” I say with a 
little wave. “Thank you for be- 
ing my friend.” 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


measures that allow electronic 
participation. The Selectboard, 
not the town moderator, ad- 
ministers the hearing. 


WHILE IT’S MY opinion that 
using Australian balloting in 
place of a floor meeting di- 
minishes the power of our di- 
rect democracy, the current, 
grim conditions of the global 
pandemic make it preferable 
to turning our Annual Town 
Meeting into a superspreader 
event. 

Australian balloting does 
not allow for robust debate 
and amendments, but voters 
have the same power to influ- 
ence the budget they have al- 
ways had: They can attend the 
Selectboard’s budgeting delib- 
erations and speak to specific 
line items before they are ad- 
opted. Perhaps the silver lining 
this year will be more interest 
and participation in the build- 
ing of the town budget before it 
comes to a town-wide vote. 

If I have been persuasive 
here, I will have written my- 
self out of a job. I will, how- 
ever, submit a consent form to 
have my name on the ballot for 
town moderator in the great 
hope that we will all congregate 
in person for Annual Town 
Meeting on March 8, 2022. 

Until then, I thank you for 
all your work on behalf of the 
Town of Newfane, and wish 
you all continued good health. 
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Programs draw toa 
close at the Retreat 
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‘I could not let this moment pass without expressing my 
deep respect and admiration for our departing colleagues 
and the programs that have meant so much to so many’ 


Brattleboro 
T THE END OF 
December, the 
Brattleboro Retreat 
will officially close 
several programs that over 
the course of many years — 
and, in some cases, decades 
— have made meaningful 
contributions to our commu- 
nity and have helped make 
the healing mission of our 
hospital a reality for countless 
thousands of individuals. 

It is not without sadness 
that we say goodbye to the 
BRIDGES program, the 
HUB program, the Meadows 
School, the Mind Body Pain 
Management Program, the 
Mulberry Bush Independent 
School, and Starting Now. 

At the same time, I could 
not let this moment pass 
without expressing my deep 
respect and admiration for 
our departing colleagues and 
the programs that have meant 
so much to so many. 

On a personal level, Iam 


selflessly to help place their 
clients and students with new 
providers and services. Their 
efforts in this regard have 
been tremendously successful 
across all programs. 

I cannot think of a more 
fitting example of how these 
folks have baked into their 
DNA such marvelous com- 
passion coupled with an in- 
stinct to prioritize the needs 
of others — even when the 
stress of personal and profes- 
sional change is imminent. 

I know these qualities will 
serve each of our depart- 
ing colleagues well in future 
endeavors. 

On behalf of the board of 
trustees, and on behalf of 
those who remain to carry out 
the Retreat’s refocused ef- 
forts to provide inpatient care 
to Vermont’s most vulnerable 
citizens, thank you for enrich- 
ing our mission and for set- 
ting an example to which we 
will always aspire. 


LOUIS 
JOSEPHSON 
PH.D. 1s the president 
and chief executive officer 
of the Brattleboro Retreat. 
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made these services special. 
Each of these departments 
has been staffed by caring 
professionals whose day-in, 
day-out determination to im- 
prove the lives of others will 
continue to remind me why I 
made social work my chosen 
career. 

Many have helped save 
lives. All have given chil- 
dren, adolescents, and adults 
a chance to grow, a reason to 
hope, and the dignity to be 
seen, heard, and respected. 
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R-Texas _ i 
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Sen. Ted Cruz reads Green Eggs and Ham on the Senate floor amid a 2013 speech 
on de-funding the Affordable Care Act. 


OVER THE PAST several 
weeks, these same individu- 
als have worked tirelessly and 


‘The pre-lrump 
normal is the last 
thing we want 


Republicans want to undermine society’s faith 
in government. They have a good chance of 
succeeding tf the Democrats make the same political 





always been treated as if they 
matter — they don’t need your 
attention right now. Taxing the 
rich to start equalizing oppor- 


before the end of the election 
(Pennsylvania). Discrediting 
government is their self-fulfill- 
ing prophecy. 


that benefit the environment 
and pay livable wages. 

If they invest in humanizing 
and de-traumatizing our “jus- 


tice” system and invest in those They have a good chance of tunity matters. 
whom we have previously cho- succeeding if the Dems insist Now, here’s what doesn’t 
sen to imprison. on making the same political matter. 


mistakes that have served them 
so disastrously in the past. 


Will you get a campaign do- 
nation from a corporation or 
anyone else? Doesn’t matter. 
Will you be ridiculed on the 
media? Doesn’t matter. Will 


If they stop being cowed 
by the power of money and 
tax those who have it at rates 
that are appropriate, just as 
we did in the “golden” days of 


HERE IS SOME information, 
Democrats. 


mistakes that have served them SO disastrously. Eisenhower. Black lives matter, but they | you be spending too much po- 
And if they don’t, we all may are being treated as though litical capital? Doesn’t matter. 
be doomed. they don’t. Will it be hard? Doesn’t 
Newfane promoting good ideas that have Native American lives matter. 
ESPITE THE pathetic DAN DEWALT, one of meaning, addressing the needs BECAUSE AS LONG AS matter. Can you come up with a 
and dangerous antics the founders of this newspa- of people in the country. But, Republican ideology has the Impoverished persons’ lives good Twitter retort? Definitely 
of the Sore Loser, per, 1s a woodworker and because of Nancy Pelosi and upper hand, the rich willcon- — matter. doesn’t matter. 
the United States teacher at Leland & Gray the party establishments, these _ tinue to get richer and the poor LGBTQ lives matter. If you have as much faith in 


will soon have a President 
Biden. As the false and damag- 
ing obstacles laid in the path of 
this election are falling one by 
one, many Americans seem to 
be looking forward to it “just 
being normal.” 

But if “normal” means re- 
turning to pre-Trump norms 
and outcomes, then this is the 
last thing we want. 

It’s easy to forget that four 
years ago, even under a rela- 
tively moral and decent presi- 
dent, the federal government 
of this country was a dismal 
failure. 

It was the very picture of a 
dysfunctional, factionalized 
body that we have seen before 
in emerging democracies fresh 
from under strongman domi- 
nance or about to revert back 
into autocracy. 


WE WITNESSED Mitch 
McConnell singlehandedly 
block scores of Obama federal 
judge appointees from having 
even a hearing, let alone con- 
firmation. Ignoring his duties, 
Mitch managed to corral an 
extra 105 judge positions into 
the Republican pen, waiting 
for Trump to come along and 
fill them. 

Not to mention McConnell’s 
lone victory in blocking 
Merrick Garland’s appoint- 
ment to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, leaving the seat va- 
cant for close to a year, includ- 
ing during the post-election 
vote-counting season of 2016, 
something that he said would 
be reckless if he were to do the 
same in 2020. 

We watched how 
Democrats, even flush with 
Obama’s first victory and con- 
trolling both houses of the 
Congress, managed to spend 
most of their first two years 
trying to compromise with 
Republicans, whose only goal 
was “to make Obama a one- 
term president.” 

The result: a muddled health 
insurance subsidy scheme that 
was complicated, onerous to 
comply with, poorly designed 
and rolled out, and which 
was passed only by bribing a 
Democratic Senator with ex- 
tra money for Nebraska. (The 
dysfunction is deep and crosses 
both sides of the aisle.) 

As for single-payer health, it 
didn’t even make it out of the 
starting gate; that was a “gift” 
to the Republicans, who took it 
and said, “I want more.” 

Everyone who had hoped 
that Obama would try to pro- 
mote an agenda which ad- 
dressed the needs of those 
usually left behind had their 
hopes (hopes that were not 
based in any Obama promises) 
dashed as soon as he tapped 
Rahm Emanuel, Tom Vilsack, 


Union High School. He 1s 
a longtime activist for social 
justice, clean energy, and 
peace. 


and all the other establishment 
let’s-keep-feeding-the-corpo- 
rate-class-all-they-want crowd 
to be his good old boys at the 
White House. 

A racist backlash to our first 
Black president led to Tea 
Party and other astroturf ac- 
tivism and, making good use 
of the lackluster results of two 
years of “compromise,” the 
Republicans won back the 
House. 

The resulting divided gov- 
ernment governed not — a dis- 
grace to us all as they wrangled 
and argued and read Dr. Seuss 
on the Senate floor. 


SO IT WAS LITTLE WONDER 
that voters were willing to try 
Trump when he came along. 

Too bad for the rest of us, 
the Democrats chose to block 
Bernie Sanders, the only can- 
didate who could have taken 
away T'rump’s thunder (be- 
cause he already owned the is- 
sues that Trump was trying to 
claim) and defeat him. 

Instead, they showed us 
once again that the muddle-of- 
the-road Democratic party es- 
tablishment would never veer 
from its tired and outmoded 
ideology, and shoved Hillary 
Clinton over the finish line so 
that she could use her remark- 
able condescension and entitle- 
ment skills to lose and make 
Trump the president. 

Four years of Trump was 
enough for many folks to step 
up and do what they could 
to make sure he goes away. 
They turned to the Dems to be 
the cavalry, but then instead 
watched F Troop as all the can- 
didates with any vibrancy, en- 
ergy, or ideas rose and fell. 

Until, not so much rising out 
of the mud as being dragged 
up, Joe Biden — the plagiariz- 
ing, crime-bill-writing belittler 
of Anita Hill, was anointed the 
appropriate old white guy to 
save the day. 

And they can’t understand 
why Biden’s coattails didn’t 
bring down-ballot victories? Do 
they really think that we want 
to go back to corporate gover- 
nance in the guise of democ- 
racy, organized and run by one 
party veering ever-closer to fas- 
cism, as the other party is fully 
mired and controlled by corpo- 
rate capitalism? 

The only thing Biden and 
the Dems have going for them 
is that they are not Trump and 
the Republicans. 

The only real hope for 
change 1s with the newer con- 
gressional members who are 


members will have little to no 
chance of having their initia- 
tives passed. 


THE DEMS DON’T REALIZE that 
if nothing happens to benefit 
the Americans who are sucking 
wind right now, the party will 
take the blame. In two years, 
the Republicans will be swept 
back into Congressional power. 

As exhibited by the num- 
ber of its politicians who sediti- 
tously called to overturn the 
votes of millions of Americans, 
the Republican party is willing 
to sabotage working govern- 
ment, preferring to make it fail. 
They think that they will pick 
up the pieces in two years. 

The Dems will have to work 
by themselves to pass meaning- 
ful legislation that actually has 
an impact on people and that 
makes use of the enormous 
windfall of trillions of dollars 
that have flowed into the cof- 
fers of the richest in the last few 
decades to pay for it. 

They will be rewarded with 
greater numbers in the House 
and Senate in two years — if 
they take action to create jobs 


will continue to get poorer. 

This is an untenable condi- 
tion, and at some point, it will 
erupt, whether as severe eco- 
nomic collapse or civil unrest 
due to rising inequity. There 
will be violent intolerance and 
division leading to a general 
breakdown of civil life. 

We are starting to experience 
this at the moment, courtesy of 
the Sore Loser and his desper- 
ate minions who see the writing 
on the wall about the future vi- 
ability of their political power. 
They will hold power only by 
increasing their autocratic and 
fascist tendencies. And they are 
not willing to lose power. 

We are beating them in their 
first big game — trying to steal 
this election. But it is clear that 
they will not stop. They want 
to undermine society’s faith in 
government. 

How better to do so than to 
work to make sure that noth- 
ing works? They predicted that 
mail ballots will be a fraud be- 
cause they won’t get counted 
until after the election, while at 
the same time legislating that 
mail ballots cannot be counted 
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- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING 
- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS 
- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS 


802-254-4963 


1090 WESTERN AVENUE 
WEST BRATTLEBORO 
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Seal Coating and Crack Filling 
Utility & Road Construction 
General Sitework 
Joel Porter Jr. * dmipavinginc@comcast.net 
103 Frost Place, P.O. Box 1053 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 


493 Stebbins Rd. 
Vernon, VT 
802-490-9771 


vernonselfstoragevt.com 


Septic Tank Pumping 
e) Portable Toilet Rentals 





Many other people are living 


marginalized lives — their lives 
matter. 


People in other countries 


matter. 


The Earth and its living flora 


and fauna matter. 


Affluent white people have 


the system as you are always 
claiming to have, then you 
should be willing to work to do 
what is right for the people and 
trust the system to sort itself 
Out in response. 

You have lost our faith. It’s 
time to rebuild it. 


Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org 


Dec. 21-27 
CHANNEL 8/1075 


BCTV Producer Awards 2020: Mon. 


9:00a, Tue. 6:15p, Thu. 2:15p, Sat. 
9:30a, Sun. 8:45p 


Keeping Up with Senior Solutions 
- Episode 13 - Mark Boutwell: Mon. 
12:05p, Wed. 5:00a, Thu. 6:05p, Sat. 
5:35p, Sun. 1:00p 


Here We Are with guest Annie 
Guion - Windham Co. Humane 
Society, Exec. Director: Mon. 
8:00p, Tue. 6:30a, Wed. 2:00p, Fri. 
6:30p, Sat. 7:30a, Sun. 3:00p 


Calvary Chapel of the West River 
Valley - Weekly Service: Tue. 9:00a, 
Fri. 7:00a, Sun. 10:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - The 
End of the Earth with Julia Carrick 
Dalton and Andrew Krivak: Mon. 
6:15p, Tue. 5:00a, Wed. 2:30p, Fri. 
10:15a, Sat. 7:00p, Sun. 11:00a 


Brattleboro Democracy Forum - 
It’s All About Democracy 11/5/20: 
Mon. 5:00a, Tue. 4:30p, Thu. 9:30p, 
Sat. 5:30a 


Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed. 6:30a, Sun. 


First Congregational Church - 
Weekly Service: Tue. 10:00a, Thu. 
3:00p, Sun. 6:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival - 
Uncovering the Past with Maya 
Shanbhag Lang and Jessica 
Pearce Rotondi: Mon. 9:00p, Tue. 
1:30p, Wed. 6:00a, Fri. 7:30, Sat. 
4:30p, Sun. 8:00p 


Guilford Community Church - 
2020 Guilford Church Christmas 


Eve Service: Thu. 4:00p, 8:00p & 
00 


Brattleboro Words Project - 
Brattleboro Words Trail - Cynthia 
Parker-Houghton: Mon. 6:05p, Tue. 
3:00p, Wed. 9:35a, Fri. 5:00p, Sat. 
8:30a, Sun. 8:30p 


Community Forum - Hinsdale- 
Brattleboro Existing Bridges 
Project 12/2/20: Mon. 1:00p, Wed. 
9:45a, Fri. 8:30p, Sat. 11:00a 


St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sun. 2:00p & 7:00p, Tue. 
7:00a & 2:00p 


Brattleboro Music Center presents 
- The EOS Project Concert 11/8/20: 
Mon. 6:30a, Tue. 8:40p, Wed. 3:15p, 
Thu. 5:00a, Sat. 7:45p, Sun. 11:45a 


Rotary Cares - Ep 31 - Venu Rao 
and Lawrence Penna: Tue. 8:00p, 
Wed. 9:00a, Thu. 1:00p, Sat. 5:00p, 


The World Fusion Show - EP 90 
- Jacob Edgar: Mon. 8:30p, Tue. 
6:00a, Wed. 1:30p, Fri. 8:00p, Sat. 
8:00a, Sun. 6:30p 


LOCAL 


PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS 


CHANNEL 10/1085 


Fall 2020 Landmark College 
Commencement: Thu. 12:00p, Fri. 
5:00a, Sat. 2:30p, Sun. 8:00p 


Brattleboro Selectboard Special 
Mtg. 12/22/20: Tue. 6:15p (LIVE), Thu. 
1:00p, Sat. 8:30a, Sun. 9:00p 


Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 
12/14/20: Mon. 6:30a, Tue. 3:30p, 
Thu. 4:30p 


Putney Selectboard Mtg. 12/16/20: 
Mon. 12:00p, Fri. 12:15p, Sat. 5:15a 


Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
12/22/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a, Sun. 


Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 12/15/20: 
Wed. 5:00a, Sat. 12:00p 


Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
Bd Mtg. 12/14/20: Mon. 5:30a, Tue. 
2:35p, Fri. 6:35p 


Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 
12/14/20: Mon. 10:00a, Wed. 2:00p, 
Thu. 9:30p 


Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon. 9:00a, Tue. 
5:00p, Wed. 12:00p, Thu. 10:30a, 
Sun. 11:00a 


Brattleboro Development Review 
Board Mtg. 12/16/20: Wed. 6:00a, 
Sat. 4:30p 


Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 
12/21/20: Wed. 6:00p, Thu. 5:00a, 
Fri. 3:30p 


Windham Central Supervisory 
Union Bd Mtg 12/16/20: Wed. 1:00p, 
Thu. 10:00a, Sat. 3:30p 


West River Education District Bd 
Mtg. 12/21/20: Fri. 7:30p, Sun. 6:00 
& 2:30 


The David Pakman Show: Mon. 
8:00a, Tue. 9:00a, Wed. 5:00Op, Fri. 
10:30a, Sun. 5:00p 


Brattleboro Community Safety 
Review Committee Mtg 12/7/20: 
Mon. 4:00p, Fri. 8:30a, Sun. 6:00p 


Montpelier Connection - Rep. 
Emilie Kornheiser 12/14/20: Fri. 
6:00p, Sat. 1:55p, Sun. 5:15a 


Note: Schedule subject to change. 
View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 


BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 
Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org. 





Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888 
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AT DO climate- 
change deniers, 
election deniers, 
anti-vaxxers, and 

deniers have in 


*Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts,” Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan wrote in 1983. common besides an unexplain- 


EMILY COX AND HENRY RATHVON 


THE COMMONS CROSSWORD 
“United Food Workers” 





































































































































































































































































































able attraction to a world of 
disbelief? 

What personal benefit is 
gained from staring directly at 
the facts in front of you and yet 
acting as if the facts were false? 

A fact is something either 
known or proven to be true. 
Furthermore, a scientific fact 


Brattleboro 


THE COMMONS ° Wednesday, December 23, 2020 


VIEWPOINT 


orld of 
disbelief 


In today’s divisive political 
climate, some true believers 
can't distinguish fact from 
opinion and some politicians 
manipulate their constituencies 
by claiming opinion as fact 


JIM FREEDMAN is 

a leadership consul- 
tant whose latest book, 
published this year, 

is Becoming a Leader: 
Identity, Influence, and 
the Power of Reflection. 


audit or recount in the 2020 
presidential election has come 
up with consistent results. 

In fact, more than 230,000 
polling places were used in 
the 2018 general election, ac- 


Poe ie ok a os ie ep Pier ee ie pee Pes ee Ie is an objective and verifiable cording to the 2018 Election 
Across 19 20 21 22 observation. Administration and Voting 
1. Don't blink On the other hand, an opin- Survey (EAVS) report released 
6. Chokes on a joke? = ea ee - ion is defined as a view or judg- by the U.S. Election Assistance 
10. Whole bunches 5 55 ment about something not Commission (EAC). A com- 
15. Hawatian bowlful necessarily based on fact or parable number were used in 
19. Island of fun 30 31 32 (33 (34 knowledge. One example: a po- 2020, although by some esti- 
20. __ were (so to speak) litical position. mates the number was reduced 
21. “The Wrestler” actress - eS - eae In today’s divisive political by 10 percent. 
22. Bring up a a2 2B a 45 climate, it seems difficult for Yet, more than a few peo- 
23. In reserve some true believers to distin- ple continue to believe that the 
24. ae of the Bakers He BP RBS age ey sled guish fact from opinion, and 2020 election was rigged. 
Union: some politicians are adept at Can you imagine the num- 
27. Greek cheese Pe ee 7 pe ; ; ; , 
28. Daliesque manipulating their constitu- ber of people required to fix a 
50. Findainaceuenk 56 57 (58 59 60 (61 (62 encies by claiming opinion as presidential election? Where 
30. League of Peay Chefs’ 63 64 65 66 [67 (68 oe ; ; ; wens he oe Feat a 
“ame? “Everyone is entitled to his sophisticated a cheating op- 
35. Hip ‘li te 59 7 7 own opinion, but not his own eration would be required to 
236. QVC items sold in “Joy” facts,” Sen. Daniel Patrick rig the election so that only 
27. Siar over fee EG 0 ee #6 a Moynihan wrote in 1983. the aan would be denied 
re-election: 
a ve ac . ee die sa Ce AA WORLD-RENOWNED EXPERT What about the fact 
Jd Seale the uniter 85 86 87 on climate science once told that most other incumbent 
45. Snow scooper me that the big mistake that Republican candidates did 
46. “Les Six” composer . pre Wee pee ee < climate scientists made was better than expected in this 
47. Associated Sauciers’ 95 96 97 98 (99 100 in allowing the term “global election? 
demand? warming” to become synony- Could the election have 
52. PD broadcast 101 102/103 104 105 mous with “climate change” been rigged by disenchanted 
53. Ron Chernow, WRT 5 —— _ in its use by popular media. Republicans who couldn’t pub- 
Hamilton He believes they should have licly confront the leader of their 
55. Madder 111 112 113 114 insisted on “climate disrup- party? That makes more sense 
56. German film awards tion” asthe more appropriate — to me, but it is only my opin- 
59. Peripheral a as me ie descriptor. ion. I have no more verifiable 
60. Lucky charm i eg eee One can argue with the facts to back up my theory than 
63. Desire of the Federated ) cause of the temperature does the current White House 
Sous-Chefs? i Sse Sy oe change outside your window, resident for his. However, the 
69. Sustainability, equality, e a Friend” writer Nunez 75, Putin's base: Abbr. 95. Ear-stretcning inserts but it is much harder to deny lack of fraudulent ballots is a 
. Postgrad advisers 76. The Baptist 96. Ford scion ; oe a 
etc. 16. “Poule” product 70: ‘Banectornick 97. Tumd Fe the melting of polar ice and verifiable fact in that it is im- 
produc . Bone to pic . Turn down an offer cen : : 
70. Holography tool 17. “Bush's Brain” Rove BOs Rihorel chai hat; ; its connection to rising tides, possible to count what is not 
74. “Sahurh of Phacni , . Ritzy hotel chain 98. That is, classically ther mas ae Aeetaice he 
ties ne 18. Gaelic language 81. Football coach Houston 99. 1983 film “EL” Dene nee eae 
72. “Riverdale” first name D6. Sint nearuone Ba aaeaees 400: Enckchear’: Gail hurricanes and typhoons, or What drives this resistance to 
75. Delivers from memory he ee ee aa the disruption of agricultural accept the world as it is and to 
77 cralief 26. Motive for some crime 84. Bee pollen 101. Minimal difficulty dace s maliras cedar: id 
78. Goal of the Salad Workers’ 28. Peaceful protests 87. Like some vouchers 102. Golfer Nordqvist pe pO: thine 4 fe H sa oe . es oe 
” Guild? 31. Big blow at sea 89. Geometry finding 103. Buzzy botherance cer Tae me a on an ike it as e: ae #5 sa : 
82. Blameworthy 32. Straight up, at a bar 90. Hall of Famer Goose 107. Viroid substance ae ae ; ODSeIV= aa, ae to Ae rea ee er 
Be sania mug 33. For all grades 91. Gratis, in Germany 108. Neighbor of It. _ ; © ik ime ae ar et fare em ce e oe y a4 
Bae Rancheruiced binds 34. Baklava dough: Var. 92. Given for a time 109. A wordy Gershwin Creally doesn t matter whether existential facts of the wor 
87. British myst m 38. No longer fizzy 93. Savvy veteran 110. Little rascal or not you believe they are a as IC 1S. 
39 Bay Site Ue ee SOC Mame (ksh ahha, eestor pete abet ualet ait teted nana Milas eat aoe result of man-made ecological Is there a sense of tribal 
ineptitude or a naturally oc- community that provides a vir- 
oe ee fete a oo Last issue’s solution ae cycle of ee only tual ee to a fears de- 
eee 42. Moola in Moscow cc Tt at 99 matters how you choose to re- _ spite the obvious observable 
5 Aersin ote aty {3 Can aa ceeiee nr 
Chefs? See es MiAli it tslals|sl\yfis|mMiolo|t|Hiyslulp hc 
101. “Desperado” band ee aa afwiwfe Mul {rt fe Milulalufotitu Mf cl in Dan ace iceee an ae te 
a ean ie 47. Exercises suffrage A : ; . : 3 . : - 5 : : ; ' : : = result: the torturous annihila- —_—-Do they text and email? Do 
ADG: Erie Llnionicee anGer kG 48. One of the Baldwins Sake ele eee eles une ve tion of lifeas we know it from they use GPS to find their way 
working for peanuts? as ae ae King le el one Be alae fee Vache ae la bel llepslne the face of the planet. home? Do they take any medi- 
110. Rhone tributary . ( ahd Lorgren pie Sea ele ty wi |) Mic ele le Our other options may not _cine when they or their chil- 
4711. Minar obstacle 51. “Super aria ela edly lie et eta ie lead to as certain a result as do- dren become ill? | 
112. Accustom 54. Skeptical philosopher olultioleltlilmislelalclilnlie We ultls ing nothing, but what possible Do you accept gravity when 
113. Sports reporter Andrews ae ae a bow AlINnioMiclalwm|p MM elilclels QM alslelelclt alternative future action would you step ona plane? If not, 
114, Slightly teary ea ietgeiiel idl elilt Mer lclaMelelclule Main /s Ms irly you take to protect yourself maybe you should walk, but 
Fe, Food workers output 61. Use Zoom, maybe aot eM eislalaleln le lalole olatnte a ee a 
116. Twan : ' E|L|S|E H/E/A|TIH/E|IN/S/G/O(/T/G/A[M/E - 
a Ee ucean 62. Ignored, like spam H|E/R AL DIS E|1/S|N EIR libertarian and author Ayn 
118. Cracker toppers 64. Black Panther cofounder c/H/E|M\mO/H|H UIN/ IT [A| TIE AlM[1|D THAT PEOPLE are dying at Rand, “You can avoid reality, 
eee eee teen eee e teste eee eee anes Newton : Ri i|Glaltloin|i/Blals|t [et DIONE rates unheard of from normal __ but you cannot avoid the con- 
Down oe sedi eal apite E/G|G/e|R|T AIN/O.N| JAR KAN S|A/S seasonal flu viruses is an ob- sequences of avoiding reality.” 
oe Ba mice Gateonte S{H/Y|L/O|C|K MR/ 1 /F DIR/O/L (LM C/H| | servable and verifiable fact. In _ It seems to me if you are go- 
2. Printer supply 69. Grad Taab eae bee T|S/OUMG/RIA|N/D/IM/A/M/O/S/Q/ULIITIO/E|S 2019, 49 people died fromthe ing to be a true denier (perhaps 
3. “West Side Story” role 79. oe oie E(/E|t BM GiO(T/Y|O|U BI |M(/O/U|TRGINIA'T seasonal flu in South Dakota. an oxymoron?), you should 
4. Call off again 73 Instagram video clip oe ee SHES RIE NEE! VILE Ss On Nov. 22 of this year, 49 deny all science — climate, 
5. Glance over 74, Potential fritter people in South Dakota were medical, or otherwise. 
6. Fllthetank reported to have died from . 
7. Yoga retreats COVID-19 on that one day. THERE SEEMS TO BE an inher- 
8. Day in Italy Yet some people still hold ent problem of inconsistency 
9. 2009 Child player PUBLICATION OF THE CROSSWORD IS UNDERWRITTEN BY that COVID-19 is no more with this cafeteria approach to 
10. Inscribed slab dangerous than the yearly flu. _ belief in observable and veri- 
v4 : Do masks work to help prevent _fiable fact — that 1s, to accept 
) erie aa Brattleboro Tire the spread of the coronavirus? — only agreeable facts and reject 
13. Leonine. hangout Our best scientists and doctors _ disagreeable ones. 


|BRATTLEBORO TIRE 


| 802-254-5411 » 558 Putney Road, Brattleboro 


© Kendall ‘up to 5 qts 


558 Putney Rd., Brattleboro * 254-5411 


LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 41 YEARS 
WE DO TIRES AND 
ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE 


WINTER WEATHER IS HERE...NOW IS THE TIME 


FREE 


CHARGING 


SYSTEM 
CHECK 


say so based on observable and 
verifiable data. Yet some gover- 
nors think not. 

Which governor will you 
consult with the next time you 
get sick? It may be hard to get 
an appointment! 


THAT VOTES CAN BE counted 
and recounted with the same 
or substantially similar answers 


There are too many histori- 
cal examples of the potentially 
catastrophic consequences of 
denying discomforting facts. 

Take the Holocaust. I am 
not talking about those who 
still deny it happened, but of 
those who did so as it was on- 
going, when there was still a 
chance to stop it. 

Will the same be true of the 


TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT 


WINTER TIRES 
BUY 3 GET 1 
FREE 


Tire shipments 
coming in daily! 
Valid through 12/31 


VT State Green Sticker #12 
Inspection IS DUE NOW 


FULL SYNTHETIC 95 
| 28° ae ee 2 9 current cohort of deniers? 
OIL CHANGE ‘Peds 

| PLUS FREE SAFETY DRIVING CHECK OVER 
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK 
| ¢ Fluids * Belts * Hoses « Steering * Brakes 

¢ Lights & Much More Upon Request 
*($3.00 disposal fee) Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra. 
Call for appt. Offer ends 12/31/20. No other discounts apply. 


is a verifiable fact. So far, every 


NS 
BATTERIES 


tt 
Ids 


Expires 12/31 


Il truth passes through three stages. First, 1 1s ridiculed. Second, 
it s violently opposed. Third, it 1s accepted as being self-evident. 
—ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER 


Courtesy cars or rides 


always available at no cost Il truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; the 


point 1s to discover them. 
—GALILEO GALILEI 
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VIEWPOINT 


Rental ordinance 
results from the 
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politics of division 


A better way to get safe, secure, and stable housing 1s 
with other, more entrepreneurial, measures — and 
without vilifying those whose perspective 1s different 


Brattleboro 
T THE Dec. 15 
Selectboard meeting, 
when the board dis- 
ussed an ordinance 
to restrict how much rent can 
be required of new tenants, I 
found the thoughtful and con- 
structive tone set by its chair, 
Tim Wessel, and the rest of the 
board very refreshing, espe- 
cially as I have been so focused 
on the profoundly dysfunc- 
tional national political scene 
for so long. 

Some of the comments from 
the public, however, proved 
that our little town is not im- 
mune to the politics of divi- 
sion — and that vilifying those 
whose perspective is differ- 
ent is now part of our political 
discourse. 

As a longtime Town 
Meeting representative, I 
would tell people how extraor- 
dinary it was to participate in a 
process where it seemed clear 
to me that we were all there to 
take care of this town we all call 
home. Other than the couple 
of times when we debated ex- 
pressing our disgust with our 
foreign policy, it was nearly im- 
possible to tell what anyone’s 
political leanings might be. 


AS ALONGTIME rental property 


FRIC SPRUYT is a 
property owner and property 
manager in Brattleboro. 


owner and manager, I found 

it equally distressing that so 
many feel that the relationship 
between a property owner and 
a renter is by its nature adver- 
sarial. If that were true, I would 
not still be in the business over 
four decades later. 

I mentioned this disturbing 
perspective to another small- 
time rental property manager. 
His response was that he really 
enjoys the company of his ten- 
ants, many of whom, like mine, 
have been renting from him 
for a long time. He added that 
the only time that the relation- 
ship becomes adversarial is if 
it involves a “shitty tenant or a 
shitty landlord.” 

Just as with any other busi- 
ness, having satisfied custom- 
ers 1s important. From a purely 
business perspective, turn-over 
is not usually desirable. 

When I have someone for 
years, or even decades, I get 
invested in their success. I 
have several tenants who have 
rented from me for decades. 
The longest term renter would 
have been homeless several 


VIEWPOINT 


FirstLight: our 
commitment to the 
Connecticut River 
is extraordinary 


Concerns are to be expected 
— and they will be addressed 
as the license application 
move through FERC’s 


comprehensive review process 


Burlington, Mass. 

YDROELECTRIC 

POWER generated 

by the flow of rivers 

like the Connecticut 
is an excellent energy solution 
for New England. Hydropower 
is clean, renewable, and emis- 
sions-free, and it sustains local 
jobs, municipal tax revenues, 
and reinvestment in local 
communities. 

Hydropower does have 
some environmental impacts 
— vastly fewer than producing 
electricity from coal, natural 
gas, or nuclear generation — 
and depending on how they’re 
constructed, fewer than wind 
or solar farms. But they are im- 
pacts to be mitigated. 

And when power provid- 
ers are granted licenses to use 
river power, they have a re- 
sponsibility to exercise pru- 
dent, balanced stewardship 
of the river and its banks and 
wildlife for the benefit of all its 
stakeholders. 


THE REALITY OF the enor- 
mous benefits, relative impacts, 
and responsibilities of hydro- 
power are the context in which 
FirstLight Power hopes New 
Englanders will evaluate our 
relicensing application for our 
three western Massachusetts 
hydropower facilities. 

With the recent filing of 
our Amended Final License 
Application for our Cabot/ 
Turners Falls hydro sta- 
tions and our Northfield 
Mountain energy storage fa- 
cility, we’ve heard both praise 
and some concerns from stake- 
holders including local offi- 
cials, the Connecticut River 
Conservancy, and others. 

That is to be expected, 
and it’s exactly why our li- 
cense application will now 
move through a comprehen- 
sive review process at the 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC). 

This process by law includes 


LEN GREENE 1s direc- 
tor of government affairs 
and communications for 
FirstLight Power. Among 

its facilities: the Northfield 
Mountain Pumped Hydro 
Storage Station, the Turners 
Falls Generating Station 
(No. 1 Station), and the 
Cabot Generating Station 
in Montague, Mass. This 
piece 1s written 1n re- 

sponse to criticism by lead- 
ers of the Connecticut River 
Conservancy expressed in 
“Relicensing for Conn. River 
dams enters final stages” 
[News, Dec. 16]. 


extensive opportunities for 
public comment and participa- 
tion and for all stakeholders to 
make their voices heard. 

For more than five years, 
FirstLight has engaged in ex- 
tensive consultation and nego- 
tiations with Connecticut River 
stakeholders to refine and im- 
prove our license application. 
We’ve commissioned more 
than 40 exhaustive scientific 
studies aimed at identifying 
how to maximize the benefits 
of the clean energy we produce 
relative to its environmental 
impact. 

FirstLight’s plan commits to 
investing more than $130 mil- 
lion in mitigation measures and 
recreational improvements for 
boaters, hikers, birdwatchers, 
and other river visitors. We’re 
also agreeing to forego more 
than $100 million in future rev- 
enue by curtailing production 
of hydropower during times of 
fish migration and spawning 
to enhance fish populations in 
the river. 

With our new license ap- 
proved, we will also pay hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
local property taxes to sup- 
port our local Massachusetts 
communities of Erving, Gill, 
Montague, and Northfield. 


times over if it were not for my 
active intervention. 

In several cases, I have had 
people return, with one person 
waiting six months for his old 
apartment to become vacant 
again so he could have it back. 
I have been blessed to have 
the children of prior tenants 
choose to rent from me also. 


I HAVE SUGGESTED in the past 
that being a property manager 
is No way to become popular. 
We get to deal with all the chal- 
lenges that come up with prop- 
erty ownership, as is the case 
for any other homeowner, ex- 
cept those who are occupying 
our buildings do not always 
treat them as well as if they 
owned them. 

We are on call 24 hours a 
day for all manner of mechan- 
ical as well as interpersonal 
challenges. On top of that, we 
have the great fortune of ad- 
dressing unpleasant situations 
that attract some colorful char- 
acters with short-term, self- 
serving attitudes toward other 
people’s personal property. 

When you own a home, you 
have little to no influence over 
how your neighbors affect your 
peace and safety. If you are 
renting, at least from me, your 
quality of life will be relatively 
protected. 

But I digress.... 


As 'TIM SO ELOQUENTLY SAID, 
we are trying to resolve a pol- 
icy difference. We all agree that 
safe, secure, and stable housing 
is important. 

I believe that this ordinance 
as passed will have the opposite 
from the desired effect. 

The program that has the 
ability to elegantly solve this 
problem, and a host of other 
economic and social prob- 
lems related to the financial 
causes of housing insecurity, is 
HUD’s Section 8 rental sub- 
sidy program. 

In recent years it even allows 
for the purchase of a home, 
also funding anything over 30 
percent of your income. It is a 
wonderful and very-well-run 
program, but it has been very 
poorly funded for decades. 

I have been trying to per- 
suade Rep. Peter Welch, Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, and Sen. Bernie 
Sanders to promote the idea 
of fully, and retroactively, 
funding this program, and in- 
cluding qualifying current 
homeowners. 

Instead, they have been 
passing bills that create a 


WE’RE CONFIDENT THAT New 
Englanders will recognize that 
this extraordinary commitment 
of new investment, over $230 
million in total, speaks for it- 
self. So, too, does our clearly 
demonstrated commitment to 
follow the science on how best 
to integrate clean, emissions- 
free hydropower production 
with protecting and enhancing 
the environment. 

Did we expect that 100 per- 
cent of stakeholders would be 
100 percent satisfied with 100 
percent of the elements of our 
proposal? Of course not — and 
the very purpose of the FERC 
review we’re now entering is to 
find the path to adjusted reli- 
censing terms that all parties 
can live with. 

We encourage you to learn 
more about all we’re pro- 
posing to do to enhance the 
Connecticut River, all we’re 
doing to protect and augment 
marine life and wildlife, the 
environmental benefits of the 
clean energy we’ll produce, and 
the economic benefits to west- 
ern Massachusetts, including 
70 great-paying, union-repre- 
sented jobs. 

We’re confident that when 
you understand the full plan 
and all its benefits, you’ll rec- 
ognize that FirstLight’s reli- 
censing application represents 
an historic commitment to a vi- 
brant Connecticut River, great 
jobs, and community benefits 
for Western Massachusetts, 
and to supporting all of New 
England in fulfilling our com- 
mitment to a clean energy 
future. 
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ESSAY 


Alas, how now? 


Our family has been able to avoid the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic that has 
caused staggering human suffering and 
tragedy. Addiction is another story. 


Brattleboro 

HE PHONE RINGS 

and, under nor- 

mal circumstances, 

you think, “I won- 
der who this might be.” You 
glance at the number on your 
phone’s display, and your 
heart either begins to race or 
it sinks because you just know 
it’s not going to be a hi-Mom- 
how-are-you-today kind of 
conversation. 

Decision time. 

Do I answer the call? Do 
I pretend the phone isn’t 
ringing? I can easily decline 
by pushing a button on my 
phone, or I can reluctantly 
answer, “Hello, Son.” 

Thus begins another walk 
into the certain chaos of his 
life. 

I’ve written letters and 
commentary in this publica- 
tion over many years, the gen- 
eral topic being family and 
the devastation that addic- 
tion to the illegal-substance, 
choices that one brings inside 
the doors of a normal-appear- 
ing home on a quiet street in 
our small town. 

My experience is vast. I 
have been able to counsel, if 
you will, families who have 
found their way to our lo- 
cal Nar-Anon Family Group 
meeting. They have a child 
or a spouse or even a good 
friend who have lost their 
ability to stay away from ille- 
gal substances. 

This, in fact, has been a 
role I’ve been proud to serve 
in this community. 

However, a recent event 
placed me at the top of my 
tolerance pinnacle, and I’m 


patchwork of temporary and 
ill-considered measures that 
make no improvements, struc- 
tural or otherwise, to our 
situation. 


SPEAKING OF long term and 
structural changes, there has 
been a tendency of some on 
both the left and the right to 
promote the idea that capi- 
talism and socialism are 
incompatible. 

I bring this up in part be- 
cause some in this debate have 
made blanket statements about 
the evils of capitalism. For 
those of us who are still in- 
terested in understanding the 
facts prior to passing judgment, 
it is interesting to look at where 
the greatest entrepreneurship 
occurs. 

Sweden is an interesting case 
study, with an unusually high 
rate of entrepreneurship in the 
world — way ahead of the U.S. 





SUSAN AVERY 
describes herself as a 
“Vermont native and 
mom and gram” commit- 
ted to community activism 
through her participation 
on the Consumer Adutsory 
Council of the Brattleboro 
Retreat. She serves on 

the Community Opioid 
Response Committee and 
as a facilitator for Nar- 
anon Family Groups. 


struggling myself. Struggling 
to hold onto the hope I have 
spoken of to others all these 
years: that our loved ones 
would seek help from the 
black hole of their helpless 
existence. 

Alas, how now? 


THE COVID-19 virus pan- 
demic has caused human suf- 
fering and tragedy. We read 
about it, we see the numbers 
on TV, and we listen to the 
broadcasts on the radio. 

Staggering. 

We’re lucky. As of this 
writing, our family has not 
contracted the virus, and we 
are grateful to be spared. We 
are reminded of what the 
practice of caution will al- 
low: safety with unimpaired 
health. 

Addiction to illegal sub- 
stances also remains rampant, 
casting its very wide, deep 
net of spiny tentacles in every 
direction, snagging the most 
unsuspecting into its web. 

My son didn’t choose this 
lifestyle. Not one person of 
whom I am aware would 


It seems that when there is a 
well-funded and -thought-out 
safety net, people feel free to 
take some risks. 

I would have thought that 
making sure that everyone has 
the essentials would be some- 
thing most people could get 
behind. 

And I would have thought 
that feeling like you can leave 
your job working for “the man” 
to pursue building a business 


ever have made the devastat- 
ing choice to “use” so long 
ago, had they only known of 
and believed the often-fatal 
consequences. 

And then. 

The phone rings. 

Why does my heart beat 
into overtime? 


PLL say THIS. 

Is that helplessness in the 
face of your loved one, who 
now likely appears as an outer 
shell of that sweet baby boy, 
wrapped in a gentle blue 
blanket, whom you lovingly 
birthed and carried down the 
hospital steps to begin your 
lives together? 

Is the hell you now reside 
in — right along with that- 
baby boy — your reward for 
having lovingly birthed and 
cared for your loved one, who 
with cautious eyes watched 
as he picked himself up, over 
and over and over again: 
learning to walk, sliding into 
first base in a Little League 
game, and roughhousing with 
high school friends in the 
backyard? 

Yes, it is. 

And then, he could no 
longer pick himself up 
unassisted. 

Memories constantly 
flood my conscious mind. 
Addiction is here to stay for 
now. Will its horrors ever go 
away? 

I'll try to stay strong and 
hope for healing — hope for 
not just a better future for 
my son, but for this family as 
well. 


doing what you love, without 
losing your health care and per- 
haps your home, would also 

be something most could get 
behind. 

I am trying to suggest that 
there might things to learn 
from those outside of our “ex- 
ceptional” country, as well 
as from those right next door 
with different experience and 
perspective. 


Serving the Brattleboro area since 1988 
Dine In * Take Out ° Delivery 


PN Happy Holidays! 


And may there be better days ahead. 
—From all of us at 


VERMONT INN PIZZA 


46O Canal St., Brattleboro 
802-254-6264 * vermontinnpizza.com 


To place your employment ad, 
call us at 888-511-5150 or 
email ads@commonsnews.org 


KINDERGARTEN TEACHER 


The Dover School, an Authorized International Baccalaureate (IB) World 
School, has an immediate opening for a kindergarten teacher to cover a 
long-term sub position beginning in January of 2021. 

Dover School classroom teachers sustain a high-energy, positive classroom 
environment favorable to academic achievement and personal growth. 
Dover teachers establish positive rapport with students and their families 
and strive to motivate students to develop their skills, attitudes, and 
knowledge to foster the necessary foundation for lifelong learning. 


Job responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

- Design and deliver instruction around the Common Core State Standards, 
Next Generation Science Standards, the C-3 Framework for Social 
Studies, and the International Baccalaureate Written, Taught and Assessed 


Curriculum. 


- The ability to design and provide appropriate learning experiences 
that advance student learning; use differentiated instruction techniques, 
design and implement RTI (Response-To-Intervention) plans, and support 
a coordinated behavior management system. 


- Use diagnostic, formative, and summative assessments to inform 


instructional practice. 


- Employ diverse technology integration practices founded on the ISTE 
(International Society for Technology in Education) Technology Standards; 
SMARTBoard technologies (notebook, camera, etc.), and various digital 
learning tools such as Mystery Science, Zearn, Discovery Education, Science 
Techbook, and Google Applications for Education to enhance 


learning opportunities. 


- Manage the academic program for “School Supported Home Study” 


remote students. 


- Teach all subjects areas across the elementary school curriculum. 


- Model lifelong learning and continuous growth by maintaining 
professional competence through participation in high quality professional 
development that will expand thinking. 


- Participate in all school events including concerts, plays, parent conference 
nights, graduation and other activities throughout the year. 


Bachelor’s degree in Education and a Vermont teaching license (or eligibility) 
with the elementary endorsement required. Master’s Degree preferred. 


Please go online to schoolspring.com, job ID #3402437 to apply. 











HELP WANTED 


Thompson House 


COME BE PART OF 
OUR TEAM, STAFF 
COVID VACCINACTION 
BEGINS DEC. 28 


FULL TIME 3-11 LNA 
$1000 SIGN ON BONUS 


FULL TIME 7-3 LNA 


PER DIEM NURSES & LNA’S 
$750 SIGN ON BONUS 
with 24hr commitment 


PART TIME 11-7 NURSE 
$2,500 SIGN ON BONUS 


FULL TIME RN 
w/ management skills to match. 
$3,000 SIGN ON BONUS 

¢ Floor Nurse, with residents, 

7:00 - 3:00 x 3 days 
« Administrative duties, 

9:00 - 5:00 x 2 days 
«Weekends off, w/ on-call rotation 
- Competitive Wage 
- Generous Benefits 


Stop in, drop us a line, 
or email us If you want to 
come join our Team here at 
The Thompson House 
802-254-4977 
DNS@Thompsonhouse.info 
www.thompsonhouse.info 
E.O.E 
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ESSAY 


The balance of 2020 


In March, the reality of the pandemic hit us hard. Since 


then, life has been unusual, unexpected, unbelievable. 


Dummerston 
HIS HAS BEEN an incredible year, a 
year no one will forget. 
Beginning in January and 
February, we started to live in antici- 
pation and doubt about COVID-19. In March, 
the reality of the pandemic hit us hard. 

And, since then, life has been unusual, un- 
expected, unbelievable. The balance at the end 
of the year stands in stark contrast to what we 
used to consider normal — in all aspects of life. 

There are significant minuses to this pan- 
demic that go beyond the infection rates, the 
illnesses, the dying, or the dead. That certainly 
gives the year a negative balance, no doubt 
about It. 

But for so many people who are minimizing 
the risk of infection and reducing their social 
interactions and their travel, this year has also 
brought with it a silence and the lack of physi- 
cal touch. 

Not being able to see, touch, or embrace rel- 
atives and friends brings with it a sadness that 
is not always apparent. 

Not being able to have an evening out at a 
local bar (my Sunday nights at Ramunto’s, 
for example), or at our favorite restaurant, or 
to entertain close friends at home on a Friday 
night, or for a Sunday brunch has brought with 
it the dull pain of distance and longing. 

And with it comes concern about the future. 

Will we remember the art of face-to-face 
conversations, with all their extra- and paralin- 
guistic expressions? Will children remember 
what a handshake is or what it means to kiss a 
relative on the cheek? 

Virtual kisses or virtual embraces just don’t 
do it. 


SCHOOLS AND BUSINESSES have also suffered 
the impact of the pandemic. Some have been 


BEATRIZ FANTINI ts professor emerita 
from SIT, where she worked for 50 years. She 
1s a freelance wnter and has published short 
stones in her native Bolivia and in Venezuela. 
She lives in Dummerston with her husband 
Alvino Fantim, an SIT professor emeritus. She 
wishes readers good health and a happy new 
year. 


forced to close, leaving people without jobs. 
Young children have not been able to get to- 
gether with their peers precisely at an age when 
this kind of social contact is crucial. 

With the emphasis increasingly on home- 
schooling and distance learning, parents have 
been forced to become teachers and academic 
supervisors. Also, high school and university 
students have had to develop skills in inde- 
pendent learning and virtual classes. Some are 
wondering about graduations and celebrations. 

In the health-care sector, things have put a 
strain on workers, especially for those essential 
workers on the front lines. 

Recreational and sports activities have 
changed as well, with cancellations or post- 
ponements, or with many games and competi- 
tions becoming home activities. 

People who used to go to work have learned 
to manage work and home responsibilities, 
sometimes creating stress. This, of course, is 
magnified in the case of single parents. 


ON THE POSITIVE SIDE, however, there is a lot 
that we have learned and a lot that we have 
done — lessons and achievements in which we 
previously did not have interest or time. 

We concluded that life at home is really not 
that bad at all — a conclusion that many re- 
tired people could have told us about. 


Home-bound, we had the opportunity to do 
things that we had often left for later. Shelter- 
at-home orders and lockdowns let us read, 
write, organize our belongings. Old pastimes 
became routines. 

At home, we spend a lot of time doing puz- 
zles, something we used to do only during the 
holidays. We began to appreciate the oppor- 
tunity to plan our days more carefully. We use 
Our wits to improvise and create. And even 
with familiar activities — like cooking, in my 
case — I enjoyed exploring the variety of cook- 
ing shows available online and having the time 
to try new recipes, entertaining only my small 
family. 

The pandemic has also given us the time to 
slow down — to think and to reflect. 

We now have time to reflect on our lives. We 
live in the present more fully and forget about 
planning for the future. Many people have dis- 
covered new talents; some even remembered 
old and long-unused skills. 

We also learned to value the time spent 
with family and friends and to become more 
comfortable communicating virtually, online, 
through Skype or Zoom. People with family 
abroad — like me — were already somewhat 
used to the lack of physical contact and face- 
to-face communications, but we found solace 
in new online tools for virtual communications. 
This has become very important. 


FACE-TO-FACE socializing with friends has be- 
come a memory. We have begun to cherish all 
those moments when we used to gather easily 
for drinks, food, and good times. 

This has given us the opportunity to look at 
old photo albums (since now photos are stored 
on cell phones or computers). 

Not being able to hug friends and relatives, 
in particular, or to hold someone’s hand has 


made us value that past even more. Some of us 
even have found ourselves regretting not hav- 
ing done so more often with as many people as 
we could. 

Social distancing has put us in touch with 
our own vulnerabilities and our shared human- 
ity. It has also made us count our blessings, 
which are many. 

It has given us the opportunity to go for long 
walks in the woods (in an effort to exercise our 
bodies) and thus to appreciate nature (and rec- 
ognize and appreciate the fact that we live here 
in Vermont). I have never walked more reli- 
giously than I have during the last nine months. 
It gives me time to think, reflect, pray, and 
remember. 

We have also learned a lot about those chil- 
dren who have been forced to stay home. And 
whether we are parents, grandparents, or care- 
takers, it has tested our patience, obliging us to 
practice tolerance and to develop the ability to 
understand them. 

People who live alone, too, have learned 
to remember the past and see it in a differ- 
ent light. Lacking a friend, spouse, or partner, 
people have had to learn to accept their soli- 
tude — embrace it, really — and rely on virtual 
communications. 


SOON, 2020 will end — but when it does, how 
will we act? Will we be able to return to life as 
we used to know it? For many of us, life may 
not be the same as it once was. 

Let us just hope that we will be able to re- 
member some of the important lessons from 
this past year — so that we might have a bet- 
ter 2021 and perhaps improve our lives going 
forward. 


COLUMN 


With COVID-19, we need to mask. 
To avoid autocracy, we need to vote. 








For people living in countries 
with rising autocratic regimes, 
the political pandemic 1s as 
dangerous and potentially 
deadly as the one we are facing 


in this public health crisis 


HOUGHTON SANITARY 


SERVICE INC. 


SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING 


Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping 


Portable Toilet Rentals 
also available 


Family Owned 
for 50 years 


Call 802-254-9221 
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT 
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648 Putney Road 


Brattleboro, Vermont 


—_ § 802-257-371 00 . |. 603-352-9200. 


POP-UP SHOP 


6677 VT-100, Whitingham 


OPEN THURS-SUN 9-5 UNTIL DEC. 17 
OPEN 9-5 EVERY DAY DEC. 18-30 


Handcrafted & Vintage 


Gifts & Decor 


Something for Everyone 





\ 
| SUPPLY = 
— www.OneStopCountryPet.com— 


Saxtons River 

HE SIGH OF RELIEF 

was heard resound- 

ingly worldwide. After 

almost a week of nail- 
biting anxiety, a majority of 
Americans elected new leader- 
ship that we could trust to pull 
us back from the brink. 

Suddenly, it no longer felt 
like the Earth had rolled off 
its axis and was tilting danger- 
ously to the right. 

As people gathered in front 
of the White House and in 
streets across the country, 
dancing, hooting, weeping, it 
became clear that individually 
and together we had not quite 
acknowledged to ourselves the 
depth of our despair — and 
our fear. 

Once the election was called, 
we realized what had been 
tamped down for four years. 
Like the liberation of Europe 
from a terrifying Nazi regime 
at the end of World War II, 
Americans understood that we 
had barely crawled out from 
under the boot of our own 
homegrown mad dictator. 
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SADLY, OTHERS are not so 
lucky. Across the globe, the 
Earth continues tilting right as 
autocratic regimes rise. Many 
people are living in fear and 
deprivation with little hope. 
Their futures look bleak as dic- 
tators become entrenched or 
rise anew. 

In the Philippines, for ex- 
ample, the maniacal dicta- 
tor Rodrigo Duterte sends a 
chilling reminder of what to- 
tal control by a madman looks 
like. He has established death 
squads in the name of fighting 
a drug war, and he controls all 
of public administration, leav- 
ing no checks and balances in 
place. 

The military, judicial, and 
legislative branches of gov- 
ernment are fully in his con- 
trol, and he recently shut 
down the major media out- 
let ABS-CBN, the largest and 
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oldest broadcaster in south- 
east Asia, just when Filipinos 
need reliable information about 
COVID-19. 

Hungary’s dictatorial prime 
minister Viktor Orban saw the 
country’s rating downgraded 
to “partly free” by the non- 
profit watchdog organization 
Freedom House, describing 
“sustained attacks on the coun- 
try’s democratic institutions.” 

Over the past decade, the 
watchdog added, Orban’s 
party “has used its parliamen- 
tary supermajority to impose 
restrictions on or assert con- 
trol over the opposition, the 
media, religious groups, aca- 
demia, NGOs, the courts, asy- 
lum seekers, and the private 
sector.” 

Another Eastern European 
country, Poland, is also seeing 
increasing autocratic leader- 
ship. The presidential election 
in July was decided by a slim 
margin that split the country in 
two when incumbent President 
Andrzej Duda won a narrow 
victory with the support of the 
Law and Justice party. 

Duda is rabidly homophobic 
and misogynist. His campaign 
relied on religious animosi- 
ties between the conservative 
Catholic Church and the coali- 
tion of more-liberal Catholics 
and secular Poles. 

Recently, Poland’s abor- 
tion laws, already some of the 
strictest in Europe, were fur- 
ther tightened, making abor- 
tion virtually unattainable. 
Polish women made interna- 
tional news when they took to 
the streets, forcing the govern- 
ment to delay implementing 
the court ruling. 

Both Turkey and Egypt have 
experienced repressive regimes 
in recent years. Under emer- 
gency policies in Turkey pro- 
mulgated by Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, crackdowns on po- 
litical opposition, academia, 
media, and civil society occur 
regularly. 

In Egypt, President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi’s autocratic style 
is reminiscent of longtime dic- 
tator Hosni Mubarak. Under 
Sisi’s leadership, security ser- 
vices crack down on all forms 
of dissent, detaining and tor- 
turing political opponents in 
large numbers. 

A new House of 
Representatives was seated 
in 2016 and promptly passed 
numerous laws restricting 
political activity and formal- 
izing government control over 
protests, media, and certain 
organizations. 

Brazil serves as an example 
of autocracy in South America. 
President Jair Bolsonaro has 


created a totally dystopian 
society. 

“Since he took office at the 
start of 2019, he is doing ev- 
erything he can to undermine 
the Brazilian Republic,” writes 
Ukrainian-Brazilian social sci- 
entist Karlus Tamara in The 
Globe Post. 

“Bolsonaro is on a mission 
to destroy everything that he 
believes was built by the ‘left.’ 
That’s why he aims to abolish 
every single Republican insti- 
tution in the country. He un- 
dermines, defunds, or simply 
closes down any public agency 
that has been constituted to 
control the civic life and the 
norms that rule social life.” 

Even in India, a longstand- 
ing democracy, the government 
has tried to stifle protests and 
preventive detention without 
trial is increasing. 

The state can now unilater- 
ally declare someone a terrorist 
and imprison them. Some hu- 
man rights activists have been 
so incarcerated, and others 
have been warned to stop their 
activities. Muslim rights have 
been eroded, despite a long his- 
tory of peaceful co-existence 
with Hindus. 


FOR PEOPLE LIVING in coun- 
tries like these, the politi- 

cal pandemic is as dangerous 
and potentially deadly as the 
one we are facing in this pub- 
lic health crisis. As in the 
COVID-19 pandemic, sur- 
vival is more likely if citizens 
are educated and take ade- 
quate precautions to prevent 
contamination. 

With COVID-19, we need to 
mask. To avoid autocracy, we 
need to vote. 

How lucky we are that Joe 
Biden’s victory signaled a new 
“Morning in America.” But de- 
mocracy is always fragile, and 
we clearly have “miles to go be- 
fore we sleep.” 

The challenges before us, 
the hard work to be done, the 
healing and revisioning of a hu- 
mane and just future will not 
be easy. The work will never be 
altogether finished. We are un- 
likely to achieve total unity. 

But in the dawning of a new 
day, we can breathe again. We 
can weep openly in gratitude, 
join hands in renewed hope, 
and be proud once more of 
who we are, individually and as 
an imperfect but ever-growing 
nation. 

What a relief. 


Columnist Elayne Clift has writ- 
ten about women and social 1s- 
sues from the earliest days of this 
newspaper. 


